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Shirlry Oahs Hospital C?zertllf;rle plgry.erls
present

HELPLINE
0191 6ss 2255

THE
CHERK

For confidenrial advice on any of the services
available at Shirley Oaks Hospital.

By Anton Chekhov
Translated by Michael Frayn
Directed by paul Smith

lhursday
Saturday
at 7.30pm

At the Mitre Theatre
Ilinity Sdrool, Shirlcy park

o Hospital Care
o Outpatient Service
o Breast Care Clinic
o Fertility Treatment
o Fixed Price Surgery
o Health Screening
o Cervical Smear Clinic
o Sports lniury Clinic
. BMI Card

Plus

24 bours

ernergency

a.dmissiorN

seruice

29th October to
Slst October 1998

Shirlel Oahs H*pital, Poppt Lane,
Shirley Oa.hs Village, Croydon, CRg SAB



A^IESSAGE FROIVI
TI{ECM

CAST IN ORDER OF APPEARANCE

Dunyasha, the chambermaid...... ..Claire lee
Lopakhin, (Yermolay) a businessman.... .....Steve Humfress
Yepikhodov, the estate clerk . paul Beard
Firs, the footman. ....... Michael Cheesman
Anya, Ranyevskaya's daughter.. . .. f iona Rae
Ranyevskaya, (Lyuba) a landowner.Dea r Friend,

Good evening and welcome to the fifth and penultimate show of the
ivlitre Players twenty-fifth anniversary year.

Fresh from another successful tour to Dawlish with 'Merrily We Roll
llorq- we we_nt straight into rehearsal for tonight's produition of

.The Cherry Orchard'. Variously described as I trafedy and a comedy,
tonight we have most deliberately gone for the humour. That is a
dangerous thing t0 admit. I just fiope you think the same in a couple of
hours time.

0f no doubt at all is the tone of our next, and probably biggest
production 'rurnabout', to be produced at riinity Schooi6n 3rd, 4th
and 5th December. ln one way this looks back at 6ur history as we are
reviving al orr.gllql Martin lyrrell and Colin Warnock produAion first
performed in 1977. More imponantly it looks forward as it is a production
undertaken jointly yjtl:t the school. We are very fortunate in having the 

-

Head of Drama at Trinity, Eric Jones (no relatioh) to direct for us. Tfie cast
of .60 is spl.it roughly haifand half, Mitres and sthoolboys, or, isfroufO;;i
lplit roughly half and half present and future Mitres.
Set in Victorian England, ii tells the tale of a boy and his father who
pagically 'change places'. Full of good songs ano typical high jink,

I hope to see you there and trust you wilr enjoy tonight's show.

Have a great evening.

Wanrick Jones
Chairman

Charlotta lvanoyna, the governess.

Varya, Ranyevskaya's adopted daughter.

Yasha, the footman.
Trofimov, (Petya) a student.

Vivien Smith
MorYen Rae

..... Julia Ascott
.Wanrick lones

.. Paul Barclay
. ilick Lawson

Simeonov-Pischilq a landowner. . John Bartle

Stationmaster.. Martin Garnett

Passenby .Martin Garnett

PRODUCTIONTEAM

Director . .paul Smith
Stage Manager........ .. Gillian Bartle
Production Manager . ...Julia Ascott
tighting Design . ....Alan Bishop
Sound .....James Mcleod
Costumes . ...Carol Harnngton
Properties . ..Sue Carter
Technical crew Geoff Saw, Julian Parsons, Alan Collins,

Adam Tibbalds, Andy lhompson
Prompt ... ..Mary Holton
Chorcography .....Joan Armfield
Photography ...... .Marcus Ascott
Programme .....James Miller
Box Office ....paul & Julia Beard
Front of House . sheila Garnett & lan Brown
Refreshments... .......christrna Lyon-williams
Foyer Dlsplay ... ...phil Evans
scenic Artist ...... ......steve Humfress



TI-I E C I{ E RRY O RC I{ARI)
DIRECTOR'S NOTE
Many fine and learned words have been written about 'The Cherry

Orcliard' before and since it was produced in 1904. Even before he had

written it, Chekhov committed many of his ideas to paper and critics the

world over have thrown their ideas into the melting pot as to their

understanding of what was recently described as'the greatest play of the

century'.
Debate continues as to whether it is a comedy as Chekhov described it.

ls it a story of love or of loss? Are the characters representations of the

past, the present and the future of Russia? ln approaching such a well

known piece with these attendant questions, the actors and director have

to deveiop their own solutions and find a footing they feel sure of.

The process of rehearsing and working through such a script opens the eyes

to many thoughts not immediately obvious; it is a process of enormous fun

and saiisfaction. The more we have delved, the more fascinating it has

become. However, we do bear in mind a note given in the introduction t0

the translation by Michael Frayn; 'There is no simple formula for playing it,

or for responding to it, the problem it sets us is the problem of life itself.'

Paul Smith
Director

The Mitre Players would like to thank
The Hadmaster and the Governors of
Trinity School for the use of school
facilities.
Thanks aln to Lorna & Arthur Vince,
Alan Garth, Grahan Kellas,

lohn Bertram, Eric Jones and everyone
else who has assistd with this production

THE MTJSIC
The music for this production comes from two Sources'

Anton Arensky; Variations on a Theme of Tchaikovsky. Born in Novgorod.in

1861, Arenst y'wai a friend of Tchaikovsky and Rachmaninov was one of his

pupili; Chekhbv was also a friend of Tchaikovsky and he knew and

corresponded with Rachmaninov.

This work, written in 1894, is based on the fifth of Tchaikovsky's 'Sixteen

Children's Songs', composed in 1BB3: the therne of 'children' is a tlrread

which passes thr6ughout'The Cherry Orchard'. The frrtal varration berng d

tribute to Tchaikoviky who had died before Arensky's work was complete

The music in Act Three is taken from the folk tradrtion of Byelorussia, played

on locally made instruments.

TFIE PLAY
The action takes place on Ranyevskaya's estate, Russia- 1904

ACT ONE

Ranyevskaya's house - the old nursery - A May morning

ACT TWO

A field nearby - June

lnterval of 20 minutes

ACT THREE

The ballroom / dining room - August

ACT FOUR

Ihe old nursery - October
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IT I(X; RAPrI I ES

Paul Smith (t)rrecror)

An trtlernutlent director for fhe Mitre Players, Paul's last venture in charge was the epic
'Nicholas Nickleby' ln between times, he is happy to play anything on stage ranging from Koko
tn'The Mikado'. l-Jottom rn A Midsummer Nigtrt's Dream'and Charley V[keham in
'Wtlere's Charley?'. By way of light relief Paul iiFundraisrng Training Managei for Marie Curie
( anrer ( arr',

Julia Ascott (Varya)

lulia;orned lhe Mrtre Players rn 1914 and since then has been involved in over60 productions
Stte tn;oyt '!e ririus' acting (tlrat's a lauqh) and is finding the stoney faced Yarya a real challenge.
Prevtorts roles rnrlude Puik in'fhe Driam'and Aldonia in The Man Of ta Mancha'.
Iast Or lober slre drrected 'The Elephant Man'.

Paul Barclay (yasha)

\adly,.tlrts ts [)aul's lasl produrtron with the Mitre Players, befo-re. hegoesto Australia. This is
proba.bly-1ust as well, as he thought Chekhov was the driver of the USS Enterprise. Previous shows
inr lude 'Merrily We Roll Alonf' and 'Robin Hoodfum'. When in Melbourne, Paul hopes to
bet onte a nrenrber ol the Austra[r,an 0pera. ""....mailing list.

John Bartle (Sinreonov pischick)

Joltrt ltas bt'err involved in over fif ty Mitre productions but strangely doesn't get any better. He was
last seett ,rs Sir l-rancis ( hesney,n 'Utherets Charley?', and before that impbrsonJting Al Capone
in the lvlitre parrtorninre 'Robih Hoodlum'

Paul Beard (Yepiktrodov)

Paul.ioirrtd the Mitre Players for a one-off production of 'Quasimodo'in l99l and has been
tnvolved ln almost every [lroduction ever sihce. Usually found in cameo character roles or directing
hts owrt 

lrl,rys furr the tViitre Players prior to them beini published and performed world-wide. 
J

I tke ( hpklrov his talent probably wbn't be discovered"uhtil he's dead dnd the copyright has expired.

Michael Cheesman (Firs)

Michael has been a Mitre Player since 1989 and has been in many different kinds of show. 0n the
whtrle h.lP,elers the classics, so is happy to appear in'The Cttqtty Qrchard'. Previous shows
tnc lttde 'The Elephant Man', 'The Oliam',' 'After The Fall' arid 'On lhe Razzle'.

Martin Garnett (Passer by & Station Master)
Martirr is rlelrqhled to he addinq (hekhov to Shaw, Shakespeare, Miller, Warnock & Tyrrell in his( V lt is after all the Mitre's 25th anniversary and they need something memorable ....listen for the
voir-e key rhanqe.....anythinq coukl happenl yo, have been warned. 

"

Steve Humfress (l opakhin)
Jobless homeless hopeless why else would he be doing this play. At least it's a couple of hours
rn the warm and the pait requires fhe pretence of financia[prospefty lf you should spot him
otttside l.rst ( rr:rydon'statron-spare a'bob or two. Never the leis Steve ii one of our most
nrulti talented members.

Warwick Jones (Gayev)

Ll_tt VplWarwick playe.d Treves in 'The Elephant Man' portraying a man much younqer rhan
nPIeT lh.ts.year he ls demonstrating his versatility byplaying a mah much older than tie is but he
attributes this ageing by 20 years tobeing chairmin of Thir Mitre Players.

tlick Lawson (Trofimov)

Nick is a new addition to the Mitre Players whg also happgns to pe an old boy of Triniry (hoorayl).
Like Trofiqoy, Nick is something of a p6rpetual student,'what with on. unireriity or an'oth;;h; '
hasn't had time for any acting ilnce I'riniiy. We hope this will be the firsi oi ;;;i [roOriiions with
us.

Clairc Lee (Dunyasha)

From a maiden-mad-man in 'Robin Hoodlum' t0 a man-mad-maid (en) in 'The Cherrv
Qrdar!', th. diversity of Claire's acting- range is astounding. Audience inembers oi-u-n6*out
lltlgtlt'pn thgyl{ not'be pft off by the"faa fhat her 'love in-reresr', Mr piut B;;.iut; ;.d;ii;tayed
her mother in their last production together.

Fiona Rae (Anya)

IqUry previously appeared in pantomimes and 'Quasimodo' for the Mitres and several shows for
!oll4, Fiona is enjoying her first serious role. As she is known for her sober, serious nature she feels
that the part of Ariy6 ishade for her.

Horven Rae (Charlotta lvanovna)

Morven is usually found strutting her.stuff with C0DA or lhe Miller Centre but is enloying her first
lr]!-l-rglh Mitre-production, esflecially as Charlotta is such a nut-case (Utr i.iting;'di'rt).
t(ehearsals have been most entertaining largely due to Morven practisingi her conluiin{ fficksl

Yrvien Smith (Ranyevskaya)

Viyie,l joined the Mitre's in l9F for 'Haggis in Wbnderland'. Apart from appearing as various,
wttchet coufiiers, Feggals and even schoolgirls! - she's enjoyed playing haplesi wom-en, - most

ry!{!y Mrs Nickleby-and.low. Ranyernkayal ls someone tr!'ing td tell htr someningl ihe also
drects and acts with the Matdrbox lheatre.

The Mitre Players & Trinity Scltool
pwwtt

URNABOUTAn Orlglnal Chrlstmas Dluslcal

by MartinTynell & Colinwantmh
Directed By EricJones

at Triniry School, Shirley Park
Thursday ltd to Saturday 5th December 1998 Lt7.30pm

(Sarurday Matinee at 3pm)
Ilckcts: Adrilts S5. Students 52

fr'om Paul Beard on O18l 651 4119


