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Lionel Bart
Lionel Bart was born in August 1930, and
grew up in Stepney in London. He was
born Lionel Begleiter, however he later
changed his name after Saint
Bartholomew. His musical talent was
questioned early on in his life when he
resisted the attempts of teachers to teach
him violin, and interestingly he never
learned to read or write musical notation.
His song writing brought him fame before
he turned his hand to writing musicals,
with Lock Up Your Daughters being his
first in 1959. Oliver/ was written in 1960,
and was a huge hit from its beginning.
Unfortunately from 1965 his works began
taking criticism and he slumped into a
pattern of heavy drinking. He recovered
from a twenty year bout of depression,
although he never returned to song
writing. Bart passed away on April 3rd in
L999.

[Alex Raby]
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The Workhouse was a nineteenth
century idea, which aimed to stop
the lower classes from becoming a
burden on society. The official
reason cited was to "set on uork all
such persons mqrried or unmarried,
who haue no means to mqintain
themselues and use no ordinarg and
dailg trade of ltfe to get their liuing
bA". Th.ey were seen as a refuge for
unmarried and deserted mothers,
orphans, illegitimate children and
the aged.

In theory, it was a parish committee
which was left - in charge of
governing each workhouse, however
much of the work was left to "a
beadle". Mr. Bumble, one of this
evening's characters, is a traditional
example of a careless and
incompetent beadle.

Life in workhouses was very
difficult; they were ridden with
disease and illness. Much of this
was caused by over-crowdiflg, and
led to many people trying anything
to get out. The diet in a workhouse
was also extremely poor, with the
rations being less than those given
to prisoners of the time.

Another problem with workhouses
was the separation of families;
husbands could be expected to be
separated from wives for long
periods of time, and brothers were
usually separated from sisters.
Even children rarely saw their
parents again in the workhouse. To
this dry, the idea of a workhouse
rings of desolation and anguish.
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Ian Brown: Director o

Never feeling unable to abandon his Trinity roots and having directed Romeo
and Juliet as a joint Trinity/Mitre production in 2OO3, Ian was keen to repeat
the experience but this time to tackle a musical. Oliver! has long been q

discussed as a Mitre vehicle and it was arr obvious choice for a joint
production, given the casting. It has been a hugely challenging experience,
not least in terms of scheduling rehearsals - why are Teachers, Pupils and
Mitre Players never available to rehearse at the same time? During
production week, just for a rest, Ian will be presenting parent days with the 32
classes he runs around Croydon as principal of the local Helen O'Grady
Drama Academy.

Di Jones: Director/Choreographer.
This is Di's third show for the Mitres in eighteen months as director/
choreographer, although there wasn't much dancing in Cyrano de
Bergerac! She has directed Oliver! before but as it was with an all girl cast
she has found working with the Trinity boys to be rather a novelty! Di has
enjoyed working with this talented bunch of boys, staff and Mitre
Players and just won't know what to do with her Sundays, Mondays,
T\resdays and Thursdays from now on!

Colin Warnock: Musical Director
Colin's first encounter with Trinity was as an ll-year-old pupil arriving at
the brand new (indeed, un-finished) new building here at Shirley Park.
Whilst at school, he was involved in many Hottse, Junior and School plays,
and on leaving some 7 years later he co-founded The Mitre Players. He
played the title role in their first production, Charley's Aunt in 1973, and
began the Mitres' annua,l pantomime tradition in 7974 as Director,
Composer and Musical Director of Cinderella Charleston. In 1982, having
never been in any orchestras or choirs whilst at Trinity, he became a
professional musician and has worked for 23 years at the prestigious Laine
Theatre Arts college for the performing arts in Epsom, where he helps train
the stars of tomorrow! Previous Trinity collaborations as Musical Director
include Godspell, Barnum, Bugsy Malone ald Turnabout! Colin still
performs onstage, playing Dame in last year's Robinson Crusoe, and he
gave his "Gumboil" here in Januar5r.

Fraser Macdonald: Fagin
A lover of Dickens on stage, Fraser remembers with affection playing four
parts (including Mr Mantalini) in the Mitres' mammoth production of
Nicholas Nickleby some years ago. He is normally to be found playrng
pantomime, including Dame on four occasions, and is delighted to be pdrt of
such a great musical as Oliver!. If nothing else, the skills he has learned from
playing Fagin could well provide a useful source of untaxed income to
supplement his future retirement pension. In his spare time he runs the
Spanish department at Trinity School.

Fraser Mq.cdonald, Katg Dauies and Daae Price

Dave Price: Bill Sykes
Dave is one of those rare creatures for whom an education at Trinity School
and membership of the Mitre Players are not mutually exclusive! In a similar
vein, appearing as Friar Lawrence in our last joint production (Romeo and
Juliet) has apparently not put him off playing Grant Mitchell...er...Bill Sykes
in Oliver! - although it's been touch and go at times! He last appeared as
Captain Carbon de Castel Jaloux in Cyrano, also here at Trinity. Playing Bill
Sykes is a bit different!

Katv Davies: Nancy
Katy said she'd "do anything" to be in Oliver! and having played Bet a few
years ago is now having a "Fine Life" playing her mentor, Nancy. She was last
seen here at Trinity as the evil Morgan le Fey in Sir Merr5rman. In her spare
time "Doctor Kat5/", works with old people, so rehearsing with the kids in
Oliver! makes a welcome change. She would like to dedicate these
performances to her vocal coach Dick "Bert" Van Dyke.



Oliver Understudy................ o........... Adam Bull
Old Sallyo............. o.....o..... ..Mary Holton
Old Lady ..Penny Hayes
lVorkhouse Boys... ........Jack Alexander

Alexander Baker, Thomas Brooks, Adam Bull, James Cahill
Tom Channon, Alexander Dial, Jacob Gudge, Ben Harper

Jamie Hemingway, James Henshaw, Alex Hesketh
Kush Madlani, Alistair Motteram, Sam Naish

Michael Nicholls, Matthew Watson, Sam Westgate

Tup UNppRTAKER's Snop

Mr Sowerberry.... r:i::[?iJf;
,...Becky Grace

.. Seb Gogerly

THp THlpvps' KrrcHBrv

Artful Dodger.... ......Matthew Stone or Ben Harper
Fagin...... ......Fraser Macdonald
Bill Sykes......... o........ Dave Price

Mr Brownlow..... ......Warwick Jones
Mrs Bedwin............ .Jill Poulloin
Dr Grimwig....... ..Jonathan Lawson
Rose Seller. ...........Morven Rae
Milkmaid ........O1ivia Chenery
Strawberry Seller.. ........Sam Cook
Knife Grinder... .......Joe Pepper
London Chorus.... .....C1aire Ali

Bt ooMSBURY

Tom Black, Georgina CheneU, Olivia Chenery, Sam Cook
Kristina Coxall, Rachel Dewey, Seb Gogerly,

Becky Grace, Kathy Goldsmith, Victr<y Gunner,
Penny Hayes, Mary Holton, Joe Pepper, Lorraine Price,

Monren Rae, John Senrante, Ben Stafford,
Ana Walker, Teddy Walker

TnB Beup

Musical Director / Keyboards.......... .............Colin Warnock
Violin .......Ingo Wey, Will Kemp
Cello ..........Richard Curtis, Rohan Saravanamuttu

Tup Wonxnousp

Widow Corney......... o..

Mr Bumble.......o..
Oliver Twist......

Mrs Sowerberry..........
Charlotte. . . . . . . . . .

Noah Claypole............

Bullseye. . . . . . . . . .

Nancy.............
Bet. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

.Lorraine Price
Jeremy Lucas
.Ad,am Roddie

Fagin's Gang.......... o.... o........
Alexander Baker, Joss Brazier, Thomas Brooks, Adam Bull

James Cahill, Tom Channon, James Denham, Alexander Dial
Jacob Gudge Ben Harper, Jamie Hemingway, James Henshaw

Alex Hesketh, Jonjo Lowe, Kush Madlani, Alistair Motteram
Sam Naish, Alex Nicholls, Michael Nicholls

Matthew Watson, Sam Westgate

.Patch Walker
....Katy Davies F'lute/Piccolo

Georgina Chenery Oboe lCor Anglais
Jack Alexander Clarinet/Bass Clarinet

Bassoon
Horn
Trombone
Bass
Percussion............. Anna Wilby

Lucy Chant
. Sanjay Mahtani
Nico Westerman
...Tom Chapman
... Andrew Castle

Charlie Mason
William Alder

Drums Kieran Parker



Jeremy Lucas: Mr Bumble
Jeremy's first ever acting role was during his school
days in She Stoops to Conquer, &S, hmm, Jeremy the
butler, since when he has been, amongst other things, Mr
Hardcastle in the same play, a Shark (West Side Story),
Polonius (Hamlet) and Professor Henry Higgins (My F'air
Lady). His love of music has regularly led him on stage
in various bands, most often at jazz gigs, and most
recently at Trinity School's very successful T-Factor talent
show. Although he failed to win the staff category, after
his fever-ish performance he wanted more (!), so it was a
scream that he should wish to tackle the pompous old
windbd9, Mr Bumble. Never mind that he thought one of
his songs was a nautical exchange shop involving floating
markers and large sheets of fabric!

Ularwick Jones: Mr Brownlow
This is a rare excursion for Warwick into musical theatre as
he can neither sing nor dance. However as somebody had to
play the grandfather, and he is very old, he accepted the part
on the strict understanding that he would be in the back row
at the finale.

Lorraine Price: Widow Cornev
l,orraine has always wanted to appear in Oliver!, although perhaps in a
younger role! She assumes that she was cast as the fifty something Widow
Corney on her character acting ability. Either that or her day job as a primary
school teacher is really starting to take its toll. Still, some of her teaching skills
have come in handy: shouting, corporal punishment and being unpleasant to
children being just a few. OFSTED take note!

Sam Cook, Olittio. Cheneru
Moruen Rae, Joe Pepper

Jolvon Roberts: Mr Sowerberrv
Another in a long line of
'character' parts for Jolyon who
feels his Mitre Player castings
have not yet lived up to his
expectations. He considers
himself Hamlet material but has
so far played a Prime Minister, a
Pirate, John the Baptist, a
Billiard player, a world weary
Frenchman and a Dame. His day
job in education has given him
plenty of opportunity to practise
being mean to small children but
please finish your popcorn and
drinks before the first act begins
or you may miss his insightful,
beautifully crafted performance.

Seb Gogerl"U, Claire Ali, Beckg Grace,
Jolgon Roberts

Claire Ali: Mrs Sowerberry
Oliver! is Claire's favourite musical so she is delighted to be playing the role of
Mrs Sowerberry. After 12 years with the Mitre Players she is thoroughly enjoy-
ing this joint production with Trinity School. Claire was last seen as Mavis in
Stepping Out in September 2OO4.



Adam Roddie: Oliver
This is Adam's first year at Trinity and his first stage production. As a
member of the junior form, Adam spent the weekend before the show on a.n
expedition to Norfolk, an experience we hope hasn't quelled his enthusiasm
and energr.

Matthew Stone: Artful Dodeer (Thurs/Fri)
Matthew is delighted to be appearing in another school production following
his debut performance last term as a member of the Chorus in Murder in the
Cathedral. His rehearsals have been scheduled alongside Tosca, which is to
be performed in the Royal Opera House in the summer.

Ben Haroer: Artful Dodser (Saturdav)
This is Ben's first performance at Trinity, although he previously performed in
Oliver! as Oliver for Stagecoach at the age of six - long enough ago to have
needed to re-learn the lines.

Patch Walker: Bullseve
After a ruthless audition process, nepotism nildd and Patch, "best friend" to
Ana and Teddy Walker, hit the bulls eye to get his first ever starring role.

Matthew Stone, Adam Roddie,
Ben Harper
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Production Manager
Mrs Merry Sanders

Stage Manager
Josh Sanders

Assistant Stage Managers
Mark Bruggemann, Ben Murphy,

Oliver McDonou.gh, Vishal Chauhan
Stage Crew and Set Construction
Nick Chrumka, Michael Crombie,

James Fox, George Gillams,
Henry Knight, Phil Knight,

Matthew Neale, Taha Pagdiwalla,
Jitain Patel, Prashil Shah

Lighting
Ransi Bandara, Matt Beal,
Craig Munt, Luke Reeves

Sound
Sam Ellis

Properties
Haris Ahmed, Matthew Porter Hope,

Jack de Ste Croix

Costumes
Mrs Grace Lewis, Mrs Pat Servante,

Mrs Janette Roberts, Mrs Mary Morris
Mrs Karen Elsworthy, Hercules Philips

Scenic Artist
Mr Darren BelI

Programme
Alex Raby

Programme Co-ordination
Mr Alan Bishop, Mrs Merry Sanders

Photography
Pete James
Box Office

David Harris, Jonathan Mayhew,
Jake Papas, Joe Pepper

Specialist Prop Construction
Mr Tim Chesters
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Directors
Ian Brown and Di Jones

Choreographer
Di Jones

Musical Director
Colin Warnock

Lighting Designer
Alan Bishop

Scenic Artist
Jill Wilson

Sound
James Mcleod

Backstage Assistance
Gillian Bartle, Sue Carter,

Alan Collins, Derek Lee, Jon Lee,
Fraser Macdonald, Julian Parsons,

Dave Turner, Mark Goody,
Andrew Thompson, Anna Warnock

Wigs and Make up
Morven Rae

Properties
Mary Holton

Prompter
Julia Gibbs

Rehearsal Pianists
Chris Ash, Steve Urie

Production Manager
Tanya Smith

Photography
Charles Marriott

Box Office
Kelly Beard

Front of House and Refreshments
Tanya Smith, Val Lee and

Friends of The Mitre Players


