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(Ifyou would like to hear more about us or

The Mitre Players is the dramatic society
for former pupils of Trinity School, Croydon
(The Trinity Club). We are a very friendly and

sociable society, presenting three or four

productions a year in a wide variety of venues.
Putting on a show not only requires people on
stage, but also involves a great deal of hard
work behind the scenes. We design, build and
paint our own sets, find and make our own
props, make many of our own costumes and
use “in house” musicians whenever possible.

We would welcome any new members, so if
you have any aspirations to act, sing, dance
or play a musical instrument, we would like
to hear from you. If you prefer to remain out
of the spotlight, building scenery, lighting,
painting, making costumes, making props,

doing ‘Front of House’ or simply would like to
make tea for the team, we would still like to

hear from you.

Most of our rehearsals take place at the
TSSSC Clubhouse in Sanderstead. The bar
facilities at the clubhouse lend a social and
convivial atmosphere to our rehearsals and all
members are encouraged to use the facilities
at Sanderstead as often as possible.

We are a pretty sociable bunch and members
can always be found in the bar on the first
Thursday of every month, so why not pop in
and say hi?

\

make a comment about the production
you've seen today, =5 '“'!
please visit our website 3:" o
or use the QR code to
sign up online
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MERRILY WE ROLL ALONC

Book By Music anD LyRics BY

GEORGE FURTH STEPHEN SONDHEIM

BASED ON THE ORIGINAL PLAY BY GEORGE S. KAUFMAN AND Moss HART
ORCHESTRATIONS BY JONATHAN TUNICK
ORIGINALLY DIRECTED ON BroADWAY BY HAROLD PRINCE
ORIGINALLY PRODUCED ON BRoADWAY BY LORD GRADE, MARTIN STARGER, ROBERT FRYER
AND HAROLD PRINCE IN ASSOCIATION WiTH RUTH MITCHELL AND HOWARD HAINES

THIS AMATEUR PRODUCTION 1S PRESENTED BY ARRANGEMENT WITH MUSIC THEATRE INTERNATIONAI

ALL AUTHORISED | MATERIALS ARE ALSO SUPPLIED BY MT

M.MTISHOWS,CO, LK
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ERFORMANCE

A NOTE ABGUT THE SHOW

Based on George S. Kaufman and Moss Hart's 1934 play of the same name, Merrily We Koll
Along follows the successful career of Broadway composer-turned-Hollywood producer
Franklin Shepard backward in time. Throughout the course of the show, during which time
regresses from 1976 to 1957, we learn how Frank accomplished this - with the help of his
best friends Charley (who writes the books and lyrics) and Mary (who is a writer in her own
right and is always around for support and guidance).

The trio of friends are inspired to become big players in American musical theatre and
book writing and to ‘change the world” after witnessing the Russian Sputnik, the first
artificial satellite, orbiting the earth on a cold October night. However, over time, Franklin
learns what the cost of fame and fortune is, losing and alienating his beloved friends and
family along the way and giving up his original dreams for ones with more financial and
fewer emational benefits. Those who began the journey with him do not end up at the end
of itwith him, and though Franklin has fame, fortune, and success, he ultimately realizes
that he has left himself with nothing of any value.
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Firstly I'd like to say hello and welcome

to our summer spectacular! Usually, the
summer months see the Mitre Players
heading off on tour, but this year, as part
of our 50" anniversary celebrations, we
have decided to present a musical a little
closer to home! Over the last 50 years we
have taken our summer shows to Falmouth,
Dawlish, the Isle of Wight and, of course,
the Minack Theatre in Cornwall, so it’s
nice to only have to drive down here to the
school with our vans laden with set, props
and other assorted bits and bobs!

This has certainly been a busy 7 months for
the Mitres, with something every month
for our members and friends to enjoy.
Beginning our celebrations with a fabulous
New Year's Eve party, we've presented a
hugely successful performance of /sla at
the Southern Counties Drama Festival, a
wonderful gallop down memory lane in

our Revue and a farcical frolic in Bedroom
Farce, whilst celebrating with each other

at our glamorous Anniversary Ball, annual
BBQ and our monthly socials (phew!) The
Committee seem to have spent most of the
last seven months at the Clubhouse and
Iwould like to give them all my thanks for
making my debut as Chairman so smooth.
And, of course, | couldn’t go further without
thanking Uncle Colin, whose time as
Chairman saw us through the wilderness
years of Covid and beyond - you've left me
some rather large shoes to filll

So who are we? If you've missed the

blurb on the previous page (don't worry,
you've got time to go back and read it
later!), the Mitre Players started life in 1973
as the dramatic section of the past pupils’
association of Trinity School, Croydon.
Nowadays, it is not necessary to have
studied at Trinity to be a member, although
we retain strong links with the School and
are fortunate to use their magnificent
facilities in addition to our home at the
Clubhouse in Sanderstead.

Ever since our beginnings we have been

a family society and, whilst not every
member of the cast is related to someone
else involved in the show, there are several
family units involved in this production,
both on and offstage. How marvellous!

We welcome back the talented production
team of 2021's Our House: Kevin Gauntlett,
Colin Warnock and Kim McEvoy, and our
grateful thanks must also go to all who
have helped get this show onto the stage
including Alan Collins and all the backstage
team, the wardrobe team, our fabulous
band (5 of whom are Trinity alumni!) and
the Front of House team.

We love it, we love it alll
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KEVIN GAUNULETT
DIRECTOR

Kevin has been involved with the Mitre Players for many years,
dating back to his first appearance in 1990 as Buttons in Cindy-
Ella. Since then he has been seen in a variety of guises, ranging
from a hideous hunchback to a very attractive dame as well as
directing a few musicals along the way.

“What next?” We hear you cry? Future plans include directing a
production of School of Rock for WWOS at the Churchill Theatre, a return to East Grinstead for
his yearly Panto Fix directing and playing Nursie in Snow White, and then it’'s back to directing
for the Mitres and their next Minack Tour - Young Frankenstein.

Mitres’ previous production of Merrily We Roll Along. He has

no idea how he managed to learn all those words ~ maybe he

didn't! -
A founder member of the Mitre Players in 1973, Colin has ?

performed on-stage, as Musical Director, or in the band for countless productions over the past

50 years. Several times he has said “never again” but here he is once more! Being now retired

from the day job, he is loving music and drama being once again purely a hobby - so much less

pressure! He has also enjoyed sharing rehearsals with so many younger Mitres whose time it is

to step up. Colin is still married to the wardrobe mistress. Their only son Ben is 32 now and lives

in Australia. Their cats, Drum and Bass, are 11. Just thought you'd like to know that.

XOB HGEVEY
CHOREOGRAPHER

Kim has been involved with the Mitre Players for several years
now and was delighted to be asked to choreograph Merrily -
and as we get to show week she thinks she’s just about worked
out what's going on!

This is the fourth show that Kim has choreographed for the
Mitre Players and she has very much enjoyed working with this very talented cast!
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SAK WEBBER
FRANKLIN SHEPARD

Before starting this show, the

only thing Sam knew made sense
backwards was ‘Esio Trot". For an
English teacher it took him longer
than it should have done to work
that one out, so you can best believe
he had absolutely no clue what was
going on for at least the first three
weeks of rehearsals!

Sam is returning for his third Mitre
Players show after appearing as
Seymour in Little Shop of Horrors last
year on the tour to the Isle of Wight,
and a plethora of parts in the Golden
Revue. Sam has thoroughly enjoyed
working with the Mitres again who
never fail to make a show a brilliant
experience.

He hopes you enjoy the show and can
follow the plot as best you can.
Good luck!

TEN LOLLEY
CHARLEY KRINCAS

Tom is excited to be taking on the role
of Charley, described in the script as
a “stubborn, geeky man with average
looks”. Naturally, being the complete
opposite of this, acting Charley has
come quite hard to Tom.

Tom s no stranger to the Mitre
Players, having previously played
Pippin (Pippin), both Emmo and
Lewis in Qur House (not at the same
time!) and recently starred in the
Golden Revue.

Tom has enjoyed the challenge of
taking on the role as the Sondheim
music in this show has tested a lot of
his patience but hopes to do it justice
- having a talented cast around has
definitely helped!

He hopes you enjoy the show and will
hear you humming along!
Mutter mutter mutter...

-

J© HERRISON
MARY FLYNN

This year marks Jo's 10" anniversary with
the Mitre Players, having first appeared in

but the Mitres have a funny way of hooking
you in and now, a decade later, finds herself
as Secretary on the committee! Jo has

become more accustomed to the roles of
the production team over the past 7 years
though and is normally found in a directorial
or choreographer’s role, she was even
supposed to choreograph this show! But the
role of ‘Mary’ lit a spark and she decided last
minute to audition in order to place this role
alongside her other favourites of Lady of the
Lake (Spamalot), Nancy (Oliver!) and the
one most people comment on - the horse
in Wind in the Willows (she was only on for 3
minutes!).

When not involved with the Mitre Players,
Jois just as busy with Glow Theatre Group,
directing 8- to 18-year-olds in full scale
productions and Festival Theatre pieces,
and has this summer finally finished her
degree in Birth and Parenting studies - a
new career she is stepping into.
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. Vletnam and the USA begin thelr f|rst talks since the end of the Vletnam War / .
« Jimmy Carter’'s home church in Georgia ends colour ban /

‘ (
« Reclusive tycoon Howard Hughes and China's Chairman Mao die J
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Bill Haley and his Comets perform their first Britis
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STEPHEN SONDMHENX
MUSIC anp LYRICS

Stephen Joshua Sondheim was born on 22 March 1930
in New York City, and died on 26" November 2021 at the
ageof 91.

Sondheim’s parents worked in the fashion industry: his
father was a dress manufacturer and his mother was

a designer. Sondheim showed early musical aptitude,
playing piano at a young age, but his parents were not
always supportive of his ability. Sondheim’s parents divorced when he was 10 and he moved with
his mother to Bucks County near Doylestown, Pennsylvania.

Sondheim soon developed a close relationship with Oscar Hammerstein |1, the renowned
Broadway lyricist and producer best known for his shows with Richard Rodgers. Sondheim and
Hammerstein's son, Jamie, were acquainted, and Hammerstein became Sondheim’s surrogate
father for all intents and purposes, providing him the musical and creative encouragement that
would lead to his later success.

Sondheim made his first significant mark on Broadway as the lyricist for West Side Story (1957).
He was initially reluctant to join Leonard Bernstein (composer), Jerome Robbins (director/
choreographer) and Arthur Laurents (playwright) as lyricist, since he wanted to be a Broadway
composer. However, Hammerstein convinced him that the experience of working with three
legends of the Broadway stage to create a contemporary Romeo and Juliet would be invaluable
—and it was. Next, Sondheim grudgingly agreed to a second lyric-writing assignment on Gypsy
with composer Jule Styne, writing lyrics for Ethel Merman'’s iconic stage-mother character Rose.
The show was a hit and received eight Tony Award nominations.

In1962, Sondheim finally achieved his goal of writing both music and lyrics for a show with A
Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum, an hilarious, bawdy and more-or-less timeless
farce based on comedies by the Roman playwright Plautus. The show ran for 964 performances
and won the Tony for Best Musical. Sondheim won his first Tony for Best Original Score in 1965
with Do [ Hear A Waltz?, going on to win this award again in 1971,1972, 1973,1979, 1988 and 1994,
before being honoured with the 2008 Lifetime Achievement Award. Sondheim’s other awards
include a Pulitzer Prize (1985), eight Grammy Awards, fifteen Drama Desk Awards, five Olivier
Awards and the US Presidential Medal of Freedom.

THE SONDHEIM SOCIETY

The Stephen Sondheim Society, founded in 1993 to promote the public knowledge and
appreciation of the works of Stephen Sondheim, produces a magazine, arranges }?
trips to Sondheim shows and organises workshops, masterclasses and study e g:c o
days as well as hosting social events and a unique archive of material. If you are 2' %
interested in finding out more or joining, please visit www.sondheimsociety.com




MERKILY THROUGH THE YEARS...

L
M MOTION PICTURE VERSION
Y Starting in 2019, Richard Linklater plans to
film Ben Platt, Beanie Feldstein and Pay|
Mescal as Charley, Mary and Frank over the
course of 20 years to allow 3 natural de-
ageing effect when cut in reverse.

First production of Merrily We Roll Along

by the Mitre Players. Performed as part of
their 25™ Anniversary year, it starred Colin
Warnock as Charley and Megan Brown as

i i was
This directorial debut of“Marna Frlehdr’r;;j\r;een"
lauded by Sondheim as “the best .[ liuccess
it d commercia .
and was a critical an : :
It transferred to the Harold ?nnter Theatr ’
more five-star reviews than any *

receiving

"W PONMAR WAREHOUSE
‘W Directed by Michael Gran

dage and featuring

o0® st ® A\ Daniel Eva.ns, Samantha Spiro and Julian ;
e OILLA PLAYHOUSE ™ Ovenden, this production received the Olivier >
N is production ‘g Award :or Best Musical that year, as well as .
Directed by James Lapr‘\réi;xt?fi\fconsk?e'ed g ?Enﬁ:ﬂgj)a:ﬂg;.fg 3‘2275“'"”5 »
' made it to 24 perf‘?m“;ak(.ofthe LATimes  Lgff = Ponnss s Rumssert NN »
‘lumbering Sy\vt‘singin it when she wrote L AL A I I IIYYY

clearly saw some an and will £




