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THE MITRE PLAYERS
Present

I am very pleased, on the behalf of the Mitre
Players, to welcome you all to the Minack
Theatre, which I believe has one of the most
scenic theatrical backdrops in the world!

The Mitre Players is an amateur groupr
established inry73and based in Croydon,
Surrey, which enjoy involvement in many
types of Theatre. We have presented a

surrurrer touring show in the south west of
England for over twenty years and we are

delighted to be visiting the picturesque
Minack Theatre onc e again We are grateful
to PhilipJackson and his staff for welcoming
us to Comwall again.

Tonight's show, Crtrllive/s Travels,is an
adaptation of the famousJonathan Swift
novel of the same name. The music and
script have been written by two of our
members, Andy Rapps and Clrris Chambers.
Chris is new to the Mitres, although he is

married to one of or-rr very long standing
members, Nicky. Andy has musically
directed many of our previous touring shows
and co-wrote our production of Qrasimodo
at the Minack in rgg7.

We have a touring paffy of over roo people
travelling with us this year, not only taking

part in the production, but also supporting us
with those very important behind the scenes

and organisational roles.

Prior to coming down to Cornwa[ we have

performed Crullive/s Travels at our home
base - The Mitre Theatre at Trinity Schoof
Croydon. W e are fortunate to have these

facilities to allow us to hone our productions
before going on tour.

If you are in the West Country next
sununer, look out for us at the Shaftesbury
Theatre, Dawlish, where we wilt be

performing another musical show sometime
during August.

Tonight's show has been in rehearsal for over
tlrree months (und in preparation for a great
deal longer than that!) and has been greatfun
for cast and crew alike. The unusual
costumes, set, props and original music have
all presented their own challenges. We hope

you, our audience, all have an enjoyable time
watching the performance in this unrivalled
setting.

A"dy Thorrrpson

Chairman, The Mitre Players
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Andy and I first discussed writing a

musical together in August zoo6. We
were looking for a powerful story that
had strong dramatic potential. A copy
of Gulliver's Travels came to light in
my bookcase. This particular edition
was illustrated by Arthur Rackham and
it fell open on a wonderfully visual
plate of Gulliver being attactr<ed by
wasps. There were possibilities here.
It would clearly be exciting to stage
such scenes, but was there a story?
Andy and I read the bootrc in detail and
over the next year discussed possible
approaches to staging it. We found the
travels to be colourful and varied, but
quite episodic. There was no sho rtage
of material to adapt, but we ran the risk
of presenting quirky scene after scene
without a narrative drive. And though
satire was strong, Gulliver's emotional
life was deeply hidden. Hardly dramatic.

But help was at hand. At the very point in
the book where Gulliver loses faith in
Ivlankind, Swift presents the reader with a

man who is compassionate and hurnane,
rehabilitating Gulliver and returning him to
his farnily. It was this character, Don Pedro
de lvlen dez, that seemed to unlock the
essence of the piece for us. It gave Gulliv er a
friend and confidant - someone to recount
and relive his travels with; to help him see

things from a different and perhaps wiser
perspective and, having sunk low, find a

better way to be. There is a balance that
Don Pedro brings to the storli a balance that
Gulliver must achieve. And these thoughts
eventually led us to the opening number -
Another Way.

We also wanted Gulliver's relationship with
his long-suffering wife, IVIary and family to
inform his travels and glue the different
sections of the story together. Hardly

mentioned in the book, Vlary's perspective
on events becomes integral to our piece.

Lilliput and Brobdingnag are the best
known parts of Gulliver's Travels and have
entertained for centuries. But it is in the
third (and most long winded) prrt of the
book that Swift moves into some
illuminating areas. A race called The
Struldbruggs that can never die; a man who
calls up the Spirits of the past and talks with
them. Rather than present these as

individual scenes we chose to maintain a

solid structure and take the essence from
them instead, inventing the character of
Gaia - a young women with a passionate
heart, fighting for freedom and equality. W"
place her in the rnidst of the conflict
between Laputa and Lindalino and present a

version of what might well have occurred.
It is the effect of Gulliver's relationship with
Gaia that leads him to seek escape frorn
humanity and take refuge for a time in the
land of the horses.

Houyhnhnmland is the most profound
section of Gulliver's Journey and leads him
to a catharsis that nearly destroys him. But
the rnessage from Don P"d.o is clear -

"Journey On - Upon the ocedn wdae

Eaery day a thousand reasons

You must tahe the journey on

So rrutch for you to giae
Free your mind
The purpose of the journey you will find
And lil)e,.,tt

Andy and I spent a year developing ideas
before a single word was written. By the
time we came to write the book, music and
lyrics we were approaching the project from
the same angle. Inevitably there was some
cross-over in the di.ririon of labour. The

majority of the music is Andy's and the
majority of the book and lyrics are mine -
but ours is a collaborative effort and we ha.re

both found nice ways of telling each other
when things are not quite working!
We would like to thank The Ivlitre Players
f,or choosing our musical to take to The
Ivlinack and we are both very grateful for
the friendliness, enthusiasrn and
commitment of the wonderful cast, crew
and production team led byJulia Ascott.

IvIy wife, Nicky gave birth to Rosie during
the writing of this piece. Soon after, the

mid-wife visited to check all was well.
From the livirg room, the sound of two
grown men could be heard neighirg
repeatedly, like horses. As the rnidwife left
she turned to Nicky and said, "Your
daughter is fine, but I am concerned for your
husband!" We all hope that this production
will prove that the rnidwife had nothing to
worry about.

Chris Chambers,

Writer

D o D D
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When I was asked last summer to direct this
production, the first thing I did was to
reread Swift's novel. The book is a heavy
read - complex and challenging, full of
Swift's views on the world, religion,
philosophy, politics yet it was appealing
because of its complexity - how could we
make this work on stage? I was intrigued to
read the first draft script and excited by the
opportunity to be part of the creative team
that was going to bring it to life. This was
going to be a unique experience - the world
premiere of a new musical adaptation of a
classic piece of literature - arr exciting
adventure, too good to miss.

Chris and Andy knew the key was to make
it a human story - we needed to care about
the central characters and be prepared to
believe the unbelievable as Gulliver travels
to four fantastical lands. After several
rewrites, the script and score were taking
shape and promised to deliver a dram atic,
powerful story. Having secured the key
production personnel who were prepared to
rise to the challenges this show was to
present, both technically and visually,
auditions were held in Janu ary,Performi.g
at the Ivlinack is always such a privilege and
we faced som e very difficult choices.
Casting was complicated - w'e wanted to
establish a truly ensemble feel, with most
people playing multiple roles,

Rehearsals got underway at the beginning of
VI"y and we struggled with und.erstanding
ourselves and explaining to the cast about
the lands and characters we needed thern to
create. The difficult, eight part harmony
singing challenged even the most
experienced singers but with Andy at the
helm, the music was starting to sound
fankstic. Helen and I got to work with the
staging and movement and spent many

hours discussing what we thought would
look right, trying things out, doubting our
ability to make it work and then
experimenting some more - how could
Gulliver be huge in one land and then tiny
in the next? Would the audience understand
the split perspective? How would the
academics on Laputa move and what should
the horses be like - realistic or stylised?
Chris and Andy were always on hand to
point us in the right direction or convince us
we weren't too far off the mark. However, it
was all much more difficult than I had
expected and I only hope we have been able

::j:.,"stice 
to their excellent script and

This show also places huge demands on the
backstage team and our designers, Paul &
Wigs have been inspirational - we are so

lucky to have such talented people within
the soc iety, The set, costumes, properties,
special effects, lighting and sound teams
have also all played a huge part in the
success of the production. Producing a show
that has never been staged before has been
exhausting, but also rewarding and fulfilling
and I hope will provide you, the audience,
with an entertaining and thought provoking
evening. It has been a real team effort with
the cast and crew all working extremely
hard - I'd like to extend my thantr<s to them
all - everyone has played their part and we
have all had a truly memorable tirne.

Finally, on a personal note I want to thank
Helen for embarking on this adventure with
me and my husband, Marcus and friend,

Jane - I could not have contemplated
directing this ambitious production without
your love and support.

Julia Ascott

Director

DIRECToR,S NoTES Iulia Ascott: Director
This is Julia's 6th visit to the Minactr< with the Mitresl previously she has

played The Wicked Witch of the West in The Wizard of Oz (rggr),

Aldonza in Man of La Mancha (tggq), the title role in The Cotrntry Wife
(zooo) and appeared as part of the ensemble in Just So (zoo6). In zooz she

directed the Minack Trophy winning production of Honk! and is delighted
to have the opportunity to direct at the Minack again - this world premiere
of a brand new musical. Other directing credits include Somethirg'r Afoot,

Chris Chambers: Writer and Lemuel Gulliver
Chris is new to The Mitre Players, but he did see their production of
Songbook in ry87 and unbeknown to him, his wife-to-be was in the cast,

along with many of the same team as in this production. He went on to
study at Cambridge lJniversity and LAMDA. His first musical,
Gunpowder Treason and Plot, was short-listed for The Vivian Ellis Award
and subsequently produced in Cambridge. Other original material includes

new musicals for children and compositions for professional productions of
Peter Pan at the BAC and The Scoop

also Musical Director
The London Nativity at

played Gabriel and wasAmphitheatre in which he

include working with The Cambridge Footlights, The Oxford Stage

Library and The Steam Industry. H. is thrilled to be in this
Acting and devising credits

Company, The Manchester
production of Gullive/s Travels and hopes that the audience enjoy it as much as he did writing
it. He thanks his wife, Nic[<y and family for their constant encouragement and patience!

Andv Rapps: Composer and Musical Director
Andy has really enjoyed this chance to indulge his creative side and would
like to say a few thantr<s: to Julia, Helen, the cast, the band, the amazing
backstage and technical support and everyone else involved for their talent,
commitment and enthusiasm; to his wife Karen for spending much of the

past year and a half as a Gulliver widow, to be rewarded with a part where
she gets drenched in.... well you'll find outl to the Mitres and the Ivlinack
Theatre for agreeing to put on a show that didn't yet existl and to Chris for
such a great time. Andy earns his pocket mo ney as Associate Musical
Director of The Sound Of Music at the London Palladium.

Flelen Harman: Choreographer
This is Helen's third Minack Production, previous shows being The
Htrntingof the SnarkandJust So. It has been a challenging piece to stage

and quite a journey! It has, howerrer been worth it. Helen would like to
thank the Director, Julia Ascott for the strength of her calm continuing
support and all the talented company for their enthusiasm and hard work
not forgetting the unsung heroes who beaver away in the background.



Shio's Crew
Captain Don Pedro de Mendez Daaid Elder

Dr Fe rnandez Charles Marriott
Lieutenant Avaghelo Sam Cooh

Gulliaer's Family - England
Lemuel Gulliver Chris Chambers

Mary Gulliver Nichy Chambers

Jonny Gulliver Nathan Ascott
Betty Gulliver Sashia Jiggens

Frances Gulliver Hannah Pepper
Betty Gulliv er as an adult Beci Sageman

Lilliput - Land ofthe Little People
The Emperor Paul Longhurst
The Empress Karen Rapps

Skyresh Darren Flich
Flimnap Fraser Macdonald
Reldresil lan Brown
Clefren Michael Hall

Mars i Lorraine Price
Drunhlo James Bachway
Herald John Bartle

Brobdingnag- Land of the Giants
Farmer Paul Smith
Mother Di Jones

Glumdalclitch Cat Longhurst
Grandma Julia Gibbs

The Queen Helen O'Gorman
The Dwarf Paul Longhurst
Dunstable lan Brown

Maids Megan Harries-Rees, Lorraine Price,
Tamsin Reeae

Scholars Alex Greenslade, Michael Hall,
Fraser Macdonald

Laputa - The Flying lsland
Munodi Tony Rapps

Gaia Megan Harries'Rees
The King lan Brown

The King's Flapp".r Julia Gibbs, Julie Cumbo
Waiters Paul Grace, Jo, Pepper

Conductor Andy Rapps

The Academy on Lindalino - The Mainland Below
The Warden Michael Hall

The Cucumber Man Fraser Macdonald
The Architect Darren Flich

The Teacher Paul Smith
The Student James Bachway

The Ancient Student Paul Grace
The Doctor Paul Longhurst

Doctor's Assistant Christopher Bachu:ay
Patients Carolyn Bachwdlt Katy Daaies

Houyhnhnmland - The Land of the Horses

,n" *"l,lJI",\):: f;;'aY;:"
Caged Yahoo Paul Grace

The Ensemble Cast
Nathan Ascott, Carolyn Bachway, Christopher Bachzuay, James Bachusay,

John Bartle, Joss Brazier,lan Brown, Chris Chambers, Nichy Chambers,

Sam Cooh, Julie Cumbo, Katy Dauies, Dauid Elder, Darren Flich,

Julia Gibbs, Paul Grace, Alex Greenslade, Emily Grogan, Michael Hall,
Dauid Harries-Rees, Megan Hmries-Rees, Mary Hohon, Sashia Jiggens,

Di Jones, Richard Jones, Fiona Lilley, Cat Longhurst, Paul Longhurst,
Charles Marriott, Fraser Macdonald, Sam Naish, Helen O'Gorman,

Hannah Pepper, Joe Pepper, Lorraine Price, Karen Rapps, Tony Rapps,

Tamsin Reeae, Beci Sageman, Paul Smith, Margaret Stochbell.
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Director
Julia Ascott

Musical Director
Andy Rapps

Choreographer
Helen Harrnan

Set, Costume and
Propefty Designers

Pau[ Bow[es

Jill "'W'iggy" Wilson

Stage Mana ger and
Set Construction

Alan Collins

Lighting Designer
Alan Bishop

Special Effects and
Animatronics

Andy Thompson

Sound

James Mcleod

Costume Co-ordinator
Di Jones

Properties
Sue Marr

Production Secret ary
Gillian Bartle

Scenic Artists
Paul Bowles

Michael O zouf

Jill Wilson

Make Up & Wigs
Morven Rae

Baclcs tage Assistants
and Technical Crew

Marcus Ascott
Ole Ascott

Craig Backway
Lesley Bates
Liz Dolman
Anna Frost

Mary Holton
Tracy Jeal

Richard Jones
Derek Lee

Jo, Lee
Nic Lee
Va[ Lee

A*y Marr
Pete Marr

Colin Marshall
Julian Parsons
Dave Richards

Jr. Richards
Charles Thomas
Anna Warnock

Costumes made by
Paul Bowles

Carolyn Chenery
Diana Dobson

Gill Frost

Jo Gunner
Di Jones

Carol Rapps
Tamsin Reeve
Sue Shimmel

Margaret Stockwell
Anna Warnock

Jill Wilson

Poster Design
Chris Chambers

Photography
Marcus Ascott

Charles Marriott

Chaperones
Gillian Bartle
Alison Naish

Andrew Naish
Claire Pepper
Kevin Pepper

Musical Arrangements
Andy Rapps

Additional Music
Chris Chambers

Rehearsal Pianist
Chris Ash

Programme
Alan Bishop

Anna Warnock

Box Office (Croydon)
Gill Frost

Box Office (Minacl)
Tamsin Reeve

FOH and Refreshments
(Croydon)

Kelly Bennett
Alex Greenslade and
Friends of The Mime

Players

FOH (Minack)
Enid Ghent and members

of the tourin g party

Tour Co Ordination
Alan Bishop

Anna Warnock

Giflian Bartle Production Secretar],
Gillian has been on journeys and played numerous
roles with The Mitre Players since being a "Bright
Young Thing" in the first Panto, Cinderella
Charleston in tg74. She has stage managed over
seventy productions, being involved with all our
touring productions. Her highlight to date has been

stage-managing The Vlitre Players production of A
Midsummer Night's Dream, the first performance
at The Globe, Banksid e rn rgg3. Gulliver's Travels
has been one of the most exciting but taxing
journeys, co-written by her son-in-law, directed by
her daughter, with all her family involved, she has

been kept on her toes assistingJulia and acting as

chaperone to the children. She hopes you all enjoy
travelling with Gulliver as much as the cast has

during rehearsals.

Alan Bishop: Lighting Designer
Alan has lit all of the Mitre shows at the lvlinack,
but is finding the travelling up and down the steps

of the theatre increasingly tiring, so is very grateful
for the backstage assistance over the period. Not
content with his "real" job as a Colourist for TV
and films, he now has two part time jobs in local
schools - no wonder he has never been so tired!

Pau[ Bowles: Designer
Paul has been with The Mitre Players for nearly
eight years. Having never set a course in amateur
dramatics he has drifted between set design, scenic

painter, acting and prop making along the way.
This will be the second time he has been responsible
for set design on a touring show with Ivlitre Players.

The last being The Hunting of the Snark. He has

designed numerous other shows but enjoys the
challenge of a show that sets sail to the Minack.
After this show Paul plans to do some travelling
himself. Bon Voyage!

Alan Collins: Stage Manager
Alan joined the Mitres for Qrasimodo over Io years

ago and since then hasbeen responsible for
converting the designers' grandiose schemes into
practical, easy to manage pieces of set that fit into
small vans and can be carried down the cliff-side.
How successful he is for Crulliver's Travels can be

judged by the number of bad backs and splinters
seen on stage tonight!

Di lones: Costume Co-ordinator and Ensemble
Di is looking forward to her first Mitre "tour" at
Trinity and The Minack, althorrgh she's been part
of The Ivlitres since r98o. She last performed to
years ago when she "toured" with Surrey Opera,
playing Mrs Lovett in Sondheim's Sweeney Todd.
She is delighted to be acting for the first time with
her son Richard and her stage "husband" Paul,

whom she first directed 24yearc ago. Di is also

huppy to let her good friend Julia 'get her own back'
by directing her for a change, and she's loved it all.

Sue Marr: Properties
Sue's first journey with the Mitre Players was to
The Ivlinack Theatre Cornwall in ggTtwith their
production of Qrasimodo. She spent most of the
week operating a smoke machine, whilst hidden
under rostra in the pouring rain! Despite this
stormy start, Sue has continued to work as props
mistress o1l subsequent shows, her favourites to
date being Merrily We Roll Along and Honk!, This
year she enrolled three new ship mates to help her
make and organise the props for Gulliver's Travels,
her husband Pete, step-daughter A*y and fellow
crew member from The Barn Theatre, Tracy.
When not working backstage, Sue can be found in
the "crows nest" operating a followspot, her
favourite job as she gets to be part of the technical
team even though she can't change a light bulb!!!
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The Backstage Team hard at work!



Iames Mcleod: Sound

James is in much demand as a

"Sound Man" at the Minack,
making the journey down south
virtually every year for various
societies in the South East. His
"proper iob" for a hush-hush
government agency contrasts
nicely with the chance of making
a loud noise in the theatre.

Andy Thompson: Special Effects
Andy has been a member of the
Mitres for the full 35 years since

the society was reformed. He
gave up appearing on stage after
the first few years, because he

found being or, ,t"g" AND doing
lighting and other technical stuff
too demanding! He now
concentrates on backstage work,
particul arly special effects,
something he did as a day job for
many years, like Gulliver,
travelling all over the world. He
now works as a design consultant
on all things mechanical. He has

been in the hot seat as our
Chairman for the last ro years.

Iill Wilson: Designer

Jill "Wigs" Wilson has recently
gone back to working as a

freelance designer so that she

could get more involved in
challenging creative projects like
Crufliver's Trave[s. She has really
enjoyed working with "Bowlzi",
and bouncing ideas (and apples)

around with him. And she is

particularly excited to be working
on a new show which is just so

perfect for her favourite place...

the Minack! Travel-wise she is a
tad one-track minded as nearly all
her travelling is up and down the
well worn track to and from her
beloved Cornwall. (And for all
the anoraks out there - that track
is the A11q, A3o not the M4,
Ivlr...)

Nathan Ascott
Nathan first performed with the
Vlitres at the age of 4 so at ry years
old he is now a veteran. He is
hrppy to be appearing as a human
being (amongst other things) as

previously he has only played
animals at the Vlinack ; a duck,
fish and frog in Honk! in zooz and

a kangaroo and crab in Just So in
2oo6, He can now also add wasp
to his animal repertoire! When
not performing, he loves playing
football, basketball, cricket and
tennis - but not all at the same

time!

Carolyn Backrn ay
Carolyn has been involved with
the Ivlitres for 35 years! In recent

years she has taken more of a
back seat, making way for her
sons James and Christopher, both
of whom are in this show.
Enjoying mainly musicals, her
favourite shows have been Honk!

and Just So , both played at The
Ivlinack, but Gulliver's Travels
has been one of the most
challenging shows to date (or is it
just the age!). Carolyn would like
to thank her husband for his
patience with rehearsals and a big
"well done" to her sister on
direction,

Christopher Baclsray
Since his debut in Peter Pan,

Christopher has been in eight
shows in his four years as a

member of The I\4itre Players.

They have all been musicals or
pantomimes and he has enjoyed
them all! Last seen at The Minack
as the smallest elephant inJust
So, Christopher is very pleased

with his performance in this show
as the youngest (aged ro) member
of the ensemble.

lames Baclsvay
This isJames' first show after
hanging up his lederhosen in
February when he said "farewell,
adieu" to his contract at the
London Palladium after playing
Friedrich in The Sound of Music.
In his eight years as a Mitre
Player, James has been in three
Minack shows. James' favourite
role was when he played
"himself in Sleeping Beauty - h"
enjoyed spending months
researching the role and he felt it
all paid off in the end. Despite

being only fifteen, James has

travelled "down under" three
times - he is half Australian, but
the rest of his travels have only
been to and from school.

Iohn Bartle
Last seen as the Chamberlain in
Sleeping Beauty at Christmas,

John's recent dramatic
performances include a swearing,
woman hating gardener in Alan
Aykbourn's House and Garden
and an Elephant in the Ivlitres last
Minack show,Just So,

Ioss Brazier
At the age of sixteen years and
five days (only a buoy!), Joss sails

into the Minack for his third
appear ance; following The
Hunting of the Snarlc and Just So,

Stern words may be needed

during the week if he is not to go

overboard and scupper the Mitre
plans. His GCSE results arrive
halfway through the week when
he hopes to stem the tide of
previous grades and have avast
number of A grades. If not, he'll
be in the dock and cast adrift.
Take a bow, Joss! Height: LTgm
Weight: Sokg Capsizez 7

Ian Brown
Ian has travelled to lands far and
wide with The Mitre Players over
the last twenty six years. Thanks
to the wonder of drama he has

enjoyed travelling backwards and
forwards in time from La Plage in

Nice to Perarmbucu and King
Arthur's Court to Outer Space.

Ian loves it, he loves it all.

Nicky Chambers
Nicky's travels to The Minack
began down the yellow brick road
as Dorothy in The Wizard of Oz,
the Mitre's first adventure here in
rggz. Aptly her last appearance

with the Mitres was in Andy
Rapps' musical Qrasimodo in
1997, which inspired her to
'Journey Ot" and become a

professional actress. Little did she

lcnow that 8 years later she would
meet husband Chris whilst
performing in Treasure Island
and Children of Hercules at The
Scoop Amphitheatre, London -
which would then lead to Chris
meeting Andy...and the creation
of Gulliver's Travels! She is

extremely proud to be Chris's
wife both on and off stage and

dedicates her performance to their
best production yet - beautiful
daughter Rosie.

Sam Coo[<

Sam has enjoyed being a member
of The Ivlitre Players for many
years now, most recently
performing in Just So and It's
Only Malce Believe. He is very
excited about heading down to
the Ivlinack and it will be his third
time touring in Cornwall. Sam is
convinced this will prove to be an

excellent show and can't wait to
get going to start travelling again.

Iulie Cumbo
In order to visit these fantasy
lands in Gulliver's Travels, Julie
has journeyed through some

equally exotic places, including
Reigate which is where she lives.
Dramatic travels in the past have
mostly focussed on The Miller
Centre at Caterham, and The
Chipstead Players but,
unfortunatelyr she can't
remember where they are based.,

She was here in lvlitre-Land just
once before in Bye By" Birdie.

Katv Davies+
Katy is excited to be back at The
Minack Theatre having last
played the Kolo Kolo Bird in The
Ivlitre Players production ofJust
So. Her travels in the last two
years may not have been quite so

epic as Gulliver's, but she has

enjoyed an antipodean adventure
and is glad to have managed to
"journey on" back home to the
UK.

David Elder
David is returning to the stage

after too many years of inactivity.
Profes sional p"ifo.*ances
include an appearance alongside
'Hinge and Bracket' and at the
Isle of lvlan Festival. Previous
roles includeJack Point in The
Yeoman of the Cruard and Ko-Ko
in The Mikado. He received a

Cross Trust scholarship at

Ivlanchester (Jniversity.



Darren Flick
This will be Darren's znd show
with the Mitre Players having
played the Leopard in Just So two
years ago. Darren is excited to be

a part of Gulliver's Travels and

also to be going to the lvlinack
again. Darren has been treading
the boards now for 15 years. Some
of his most memorable parts
include;Jesus in Godspell, Peter

inJesus Christ Superstar; Ugly in
Honk! , The Leopard in Just So;
Nanki Poo in Hot Mil<ado and

most recently Tom in The
Anniversary. Darren loves
musical theatre and enjoys being
actively involved with several

societies. During the day Darren
performs in court as a Solicitor -

there are many parallels!

Iulia Gibbs

Julia hopes you enjoy your flight
of fancy today with 'Swift'
Airways. Julia's thespianic
travels harre taken her not only
through time but to some fairly
exotic destinations such as

'Pernambuco' in Where's
Charley?, Nice as Madame
Dubonnet in The Boyfriend and

French battlefields as the fabulous
Roxanne in Cyrano de Bergerac.

Domestic excursions include A
Midsummer Night's Dream at

the Globe, Bankside, a fete as

Lindy in House and Gardm and

most recently as Hannah in A
Chorus of Disapproval. This is

her 7th trip to the magical \4inack
which has included an assortmenr
of fowl in Honlc!. If the sun is
shining *hy take off and go
anywhere else?

Paul Crrace
Paul has been sailing on the good
ship Ivlitre for 9 years now and in
that time has seen many weird
and wonderful things (with a

definite leaning to the weird!)
Favourite adventures include
playing a cute duckling in Hon[<!,
a scary crocodile in Just So (both
at Minack), the cheeky Harry
Buttons in Cinderella,
Charleston! and the downright
nasty Crispin in Ackybourn's A
Chorus of Disapproval. Paul feels

he has now ventured forth at the
Ivlinack too many times to
recount in full, but highlights are

Seymour (Little Shop of Horrors)
and Armand St. Just in last
summer's The Scarlet Pimpernel.

A[ex C'reenslade
As a cunning linguist, Alex is
much travelled, preferring Europe
(especially Germanlr particul arly
the former Der Di Der) and parts
of Asia. Last yeff he had two
great experiences, one of which
was Brazilian! One of his
favourite places is Singapore,
which he has visited five times,
including once for a one-hour
meeting! He thinks that places
where they drive on the left and

have clean toilets are best, so soon

plans to visit Japan,

Emily Cnogan
Emily has just finished her first
yeff of university training to be a

secondary school maths teacher,

and is delighted to be joining the
cast of Gulliver's Travels for her
second Minack show. She feels a

strong connection to Gulliver as

Liverpool is a long way from
home, and she too has met some

rather interesting people! Up
north, Emily has just finished
playing Ado Annie in Oklahoma!
Her previous roles for the Ivlitre
Players have included: Hope
Langdon in Something's Afoot;
Dingo Dog in Just So; and Lola
Del lvlonte in It's Only Make
Believe.

Michael Hall
Vlichael is a trainee actuary. He
studied at Cambridge, where he

appeared in over twenty
productions including The
Mikado at The Ivlinack and
Yeoman of the Cruard with
British Youth Opera. He has

travelled to the Edinburgh Fringe
four times, once playing the title
role in An Evming withJoe
Stalin - the Musical. In zoqhe
was a contestant on the BBC's
revival of Treasure Hunt,
He has appeared in A Streetcar
Named Desire, Crazy For You
and Copacobana for CODA but
this is lvlichael's first show with
The Mitre Players.

David Harries-Rees
This is David's first performance
at The Minack, in fact this is his
first trip to Cornwall. Ten year
old David is pleased to be here

and is really enjoying performing
with his mum and sister who are

playing The Qreen and Gaia.
With his first Minack
performance under his belt, he
hopes you all enjoy the show and
he hopes to take part in many
more shows.

Megan Harries-Rees
Megan has been a Mitre since the
tender age of six months when
she appeared in The Sound of
Coarse Music. Since then she has

appeared in a long list of
productions, her favourite being

Just So, in which she played a

male Aussie Kangaroo! Ivlegan is
beautiful, funny, caring and
intelligent - she is currently single
and looking for love, so flowers at

the stage door please. Enjoy the
show!

Mary Holton
Being allergic to eggs IVIary was
very worried about being a

Lilliputian, but has been reassured

that all the eggs are handmade.
Mary feels slightly less exposed

than the last time she appeared at

The Minack - she wore a tutu and
other fetching costumes in Just
So. Unusually, Mary isn't an

animal today, but do look out for
any giant condiments!

Saskia Jiggens
Despite her real-life role as a

schoolgirl, Saskia has acted her
way through a music al, a comedy
and a tragedy in the last rz
months. Tuneful in Setrssical,
joyful in The Happiest Days of
Our Lives and doleful in My Boy

Jaclc, Saskia's theatrical life is
certainly full. Like the obedient
pupil she never managed to be,

her headmaster (Tony Rapps),

headmistress (|ulie Cumbo) and

director (lan Brown) from
Happiest Days lured her to this
journey to Houyhnhnmland
which is much more appealing
than the trip to Waitrose...

Richard Jones
Richard is celebrating his roth
yeff as a performing Mitre by
doing his first musical for 7 years

and, not wishing to anything by
halves, is also doing his first trip
to The lVlinack (as if travelling
baclc and forth to university isn't
enough). Indeed having only
arrived home from Exeter with
two weeks rehearsals left, he

hopes his tai chi is up to scratch.

Fiona Lilley
Fiona is enjoying being involved
in another Minack show,
especially one that has been

written by her lovely brother. It is
a real family affatr with her sister-
in-law and her dad being in it and

just wishes her husband and
children were coming - although

everyone rhinks she will cope!

She has really enjoyed her
journey of characters from ship to
lady to apple to flapper to a horse.

He main concern is her journey to
The Minack - she is sharin g a car

with Lorraine!

Cat Longhurst
Cat has been a member of The
ivlitre Players for quite some time
now, playing a range of characters

from Dwarfs, Goddesses,

Schoolgirls and many Ladies of
the Night. Cat has to say she is

overjoyed to become a time
traveller allowing her to play the
part of a ry yeff old again!! This is

Cat's second time at The Minack
with the lvlitres and she is looking
forward to another hard working
but fun filled week.

Pau[ Longhurst
Paul is not much of a traveller
himself - he doesn't seem to ever
find the time! The Minack trip
will be as far as he travels this
yeart. As a director, Paul has just
finished We Will Rock You in
Epsom and his next projects are

for CODA (Sweeney Todd) and

Oxted Players (Much Ado About
Nothing) - ro it's all go! The
Minack Theatre already holds
many h"ppy memories for Paul,

including Into The Woods, The
Scarlet Pimpernel and Little
Shop of Horrors (The voice of
the plant), and he knows this trip
will bring many more.

Paul Grace Carolyn Backway Beci Sageman Tony Rapps fulegan Harries Rees Emi[ Grogan Fiona Lilley
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Charles Marriott
Charles started his working life as

a professional actor, but soon

moved to being behind a camera

as a Film and Television Director.
Nowadays, he is more
accustomed to directing actors -

he has even directed two shows
for the Ivlitres - than he is

performing on a stage, especially
as it was ry7r when he last "trod
the boards"! What a venue and
show to have a mini comeback!

Fraser Macdonald
A Ivlitre Player for over twenty
five years, Fraser has played a

variety of roles from Pantomime
dames (on se'o"ral occasions) to
Fagin in Oliver! through a

succession of characters taken
from Ayckbourll. In real life he

teaches Spanish and Scuba

Diving, but not at the same time.
He has recently translated a

modern Spanish drama (Today is
a Holiday) into English and this
will be premiered by The Ivlitre
Players next Easter.

Sam Naish
Crulliver's Travels is Sam's third
production with the lVlitres,
following on from Oliver! and

Sleeping Beauty. A current pupil
at Trinity School, Sam spends his
maths lessons day-dreaming of
Laputa and how much easier life
would be if he came from there
instead of Bromley!

Helen O'Gorman
Helen has been a Ivlitre Player for
many years. Having directed
three previous lvlinack shows;
The Wizard of Oz, Man of La
Mancha and The Hunting of the
Snark, she is now looking
forward to performing in
Crufliver's Travels and travelling
through the various exotic lands
with both of her children, Ivlegan
and David.

Hannah Pepper
This is Hannah's second show
with The Ivlitre Players, her first
being Sleeping Beauty in which
she played a fairy. Hannah is
delighted to be in Gulliver's
Travels and is really excited about
touring to The Minack. She has

had lots of fun at the rehearsals

and hopes you have as much fun
watching the show.

Ioe Pepper

Crufliver's Travels is Joe's fourth
Ivlitre Players show . Since his
debut as a Knife Grinder in
O[iver!, he has been an arrogant
American in Cinderefla,
Charleston! and a cratty
councillor in the world premiere
of Shakespeare akidz Hamlet.
Having just finished "grinding
away" at his GCSEs at Trinity
School, where he played a

horrible headmaster in Kes, he is
looking
Ivlinack

forward to his first
tour.

Lorraine Price
Lorraine is thrilled to be playing a

multitude of parts, includin g an
animal and is h.ppy to be

travelling with Gulliver. Lorraine
herself is well travelled, in fact
she is going all the way to The
Minack in August! Her last
outing to the I\4inack was in zoo4
to hunt for "A Snark", but along
with the rest of the cast she nerrer

found it, but did then end up in
Wells to get married! Lorraine
hopes you enjoy the Gulliver
journey.

IGren Rapps

Karen is at a loss to understand
*hy she has been cast as a strong
nagging wife who flirts
outrageously with other men.
Perhaps her husband (who is also

the composer) knows the reason.

Other colourful characters Karen
has played include The Beaver in
The Hunting of the Snarl< and

Paquette in Qtasimodq both
performed at The Minack.

Tony Rapps

An amateur actor for almost fifty
years, Tony has played many
varied roles in his theatrical
journey. He is a member of
several groups in the Croydon
area, but this is his first
appearance by the sea. He is
delighted to be in a production co-

written by his son.

Tamsin Reeve

Having travelled to Deadrock,
Nevada, via New York to play
Irene in Crazy For You for
CODA last November, and
stepped back and forth to
Slumberland in the Mitres'
Sleeping Beauty, Tamsin was
keen to add this flight of fancy's
stamp to her passport. She has

enjoyed the thoughtful journey of
discovery that has been the
rehearsal process and says "Hnuy
illa nyha maiah" and wishes the
company "Bon Voyage!"

Beci Sageman
Beci has not been on the 'Am
Dram' circuit for very long so this
is her first performance with the
Mitres and it will also be her first
journey to the Ivlinack Theatre.
Usually a CODA member, Beci

has immensely enjoyed her time

performing with the Ivlitres -
how can you not love a show
where you get to be a giant, a

mini person, a wall, an apple and
a wasp to name but a few and
hopes to be able to do it again!

Pau[ Smith
Paul's travels have taken him up
and down from Devon (where he

lives) to Croydon to rehearse and
perform over the last few months.
Luckily he lives much nearer to
The Minack than anyone else in
the Company. With another
comic grotesque to play in
Crufliver's Travels, he is delighted
to be making his debut
performing opposite Di Jones,
who was his first director ('11r"

Boyfriend) back in 1984. Previous
roles at the Ivlinack include, the
Cat in Honk! and the Rhino in

Just So . By day Paul is director of

M nack Theatre

SP

a music agency and has an

obsession with his greenhouse, his

dog Peggy and his never-ending
travels along the tube routes in
London.

Margaret Stocl<rn'ell
Having joined for Sir Merryman
in 1983, Margaret has been a

member of the chorus in many
\4itre productions. Since being in
Two Gmtlenren of Verona at

The Falmouth Arts Theatre in
ry87 - the first ever Ivlitre tour,
It4argaret has toured with the
Ivlitres virtually every year,
enjoyin g every production!
Highlights include playing
Lady Brockhurst in The
Boyfrierrd (Shaftesbury Theatre,
Dawlish) and her two favourite
showsl Wizard of Oz and

Qrasimodo, both performed at
The lvlinack.
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