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The Rock and Roll Pantomime
By Hartin Tyrrell &" Colin llsarnock
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Welcorne to the Mitre Pla;rers'
auturfl n production of -'The

Biograph Girl', which tells the
story of film in the early part of
the century from the early silent
movies, through to the'Talkies'.
We have changed our schedule
frorn recent years to take
advantage of the facilities offered
at the Mitre Theatre and perfrorrn
a rnusical rather than a play at
this tiyme of year.

Fresh from his role as Sir Jasper
Fidget in our summer productioh,
The Cou ntry Wife, Ian Brown
returns to directing. Last year his
production of The Boy Friend lvas
a sell-out at both the clubhouse
and Dawlish. We are looking
forward to his follow-up.

Hannah Widger makes her debut
as Musical Director for this
production a nd is most welcome
as the first ever female to fill this
role for the Mitres. Hannah has
pertorrned in many of the bands
for Mitre productions in previous
years and we wish her every
success, in what we hope will be

the first of many appearances, in
th is position.

Although Tonia Porter has
appeared in several of our shows,
nrost Yecently as 'Lolita' in The
Boy Friend and has
cho YeogYaphed for many other

societies, this is the first time she
h as accepted the ga u ntlet of
Cho Yeograph er for the Mitres,

Our next show is the Rock and
Roll Pantomime,'Cindy-Ella'. This
will also be pefformed here at
Trinity, in 'tsig School', 0n
Thursday I lth, Friday 12fl' and
Saturdqy 13th Jan ua ry" Prem iered
eleven years sgo, this was a very
popular show with both cast and
audi ence and as such we h ave

decided to revisit this popular
p a nto rn i rm e fa iryta le . Writte n
originally by Martin Tyrrell with
music by Colin Warnock, 'Cindy-

Ella' has been brought right up to
date byJulia Ascott and should be

great fun for all th e family.

Looking further ahead, to next
Easter, we are looking at staging a

specialist production for existing
and budding junior members (rr-
2o years old), This production will
be a musical and will be open to
anyone in the right age group. We

invite potential thespians to
contact us if interested in any
aspect of theatre craft.

I hope you en-ioy ton ight's
production and look forward to
welcorming you to some of our
futu re anes.

XYzeY'rfifra& pLcrAeHLs

f

*; *

Book by Warner Brown
Lyrics by Warner Brown and David Heneker

Music by David Heneker

Director: Ian Brown
Musical Director: Hannah Widger

Chor€ographer: Tonia Porter

The Mitr.e Th eatys, Trinity School, Croydon.
Thursday 26th to Saturday 28th Octob er TOOO

An arnateur productimn, by arransement with Samuel French Ltd,

Pleass note that smoking is prohibited in the auditorium.
We would nlno reupectfully remindyou that the taking of photos and the use of
audto und vidso remrding equip*ent is strictly for"bidden. Please remember to

rwit& off all mobile phones and pagers. THANK YOU,Andy Thompson. Chairrnan



L9L2 lst "KErs-tone" comedies, produced b;r MackSennEtt Adolph Zukor
founds The Famous Players. Biograph Filrns release An Urn:seen
Enemy starring Lillian €r Dorutlry Gish.

1913 Mary Pickford signs with Zukor for $Z,OO0 per week
Vlien k!gh, Burt LancasteriJames Sta,yatt Er Danny Kaye bom.

1914 Charlie Chaplin creates 'The Tramp"in the film Kid Aub Raes.
Lois Weber directs Merchant of Venice (USA's Ist Women director)

1915 World Premierc of D WGrtffith's Bidr ofa hmio,ra
Edison's "Motion Pich,rre Patent Corporation" loses ib monopop.

1916 lntohmrce (ori$nally knornnr as Tlre Mother and the Law) released.
Gregory Pech Trevor Hopard and Kirk Dougtas bonr.

]-9L7 Intolerance withdraun as USA enterc World-Whr.
Mary PicHord Stars in Rebsaca cfsunq&rroolc Famn.

1918 Mary Pickford paid $25QOOOfor 3 fflmsfor *First National".
lgmar Bergman €{ Rila Hayworth bom,

I9I9 Douglas Fairbank, Mary Pickflord, Char{k Chaplin €r D WGrifndl
establish'United ArtisB".
Harold tlqyd serious! injured in publicity stuntthat misfited.

l92O Mary PicKord and Douglas Fairbank chargedwith bigamy.
Lillian Gish dirccts sister Dorotlry in Rernodelling her [tusband

1921 Fatt;,r Arbuckle charged witlr 'tulpable homicide".
Dirk BogardgJane Russell tr Deborah Kerr born.

UlEsn Gish-a major star of silent fflms and a glrraa$ respected figure of
the Arnerican Theatre until her death in 1993.

EorsilD, ffir-her yoLrnger sister and an equal success in silent films
though in a li6,:hterraein.

Mru May Robtnson Gish-actress mcrther of Ullian and Dorothy. Her close

frierrd was Mrc Charlotte Smith, nrodter of Gladys Snni&.

Ghdt s Stdth-achknred international fame and considerable forhrne as

Uari pickfor4 "t*re world's srreedteart''. Although not the original
"Biograph Girl", *re inhertEd the tide when Florence l-atwence left Grtffith
to go to ahother shrdio.

Dnrdd ltlark (D.WJ Griffith-area@st of the pioneer film dircctons. His

classics The Birth of a Nafrn and Intole.mite, are considered to be

amongst t,}re most influential films of all time. He was the first director to
"cross.cut'' betlt/een different scenes.

C W Slilbf BiEsr-Grtffith's cameraman for 16 yeq5, Primitive cameras
obtiged hlm to improise which accidentalp gave Grffith some of his finest
str?rtq amorrg thim the fadeout

Jdrennes Chartemagre Epping-Gffith's accountant who secrctp irrvested
-tris rtlorq, in non-r&ocabb alnuities and saved him from spending his last
parcin penury.

Roeestnith--Grtffith's longdme assistanf, butthe character as presented in
this pl€D/ is a cornpilation if several different People.

Aebh Zrkor-one of the small time salesmen, mostly from Cen?al
Eurc.rbe, who became the big-time bosses of Hollywood. tle founded
Paramcnrrrt Pk*rres in 1916. He died in 1976 aged Lo3.

Md -ee king of silent film comedy who inloduced Charlie
Chsplin to U€ sffeen and crea&d the Kejrstone Kops.

W L lspd' HaS- prcr:rzer scenic designer, was largep responsible for the
famoussst design of eabylon. It was irflien thought Criffitlrs produced his
o,vn designs but Hall's plans still existfor Intolemnre,to disprwe this.
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1928

United ArtisB release Robin l{ood starring Douglas Fairbank.
Paul Scofiel{Judy Garland tr Ava Gardner bont,
Cecil B DeMille's The Ten Cmrrmandments' released.
Richard Atfienborough, Charlbn Heston & Fmnco Zemrelli born.
Walt Disnqr releases Alice's Dry AtTtp Sea, a mixilrre cyf an,irnation
and live action, Marlon Brandq l*auren Bacall tr Rock Hudson born.
Lon Chaney stars in Phantortr crf rc @m. tT tsen Hur Rele,ased,

Paul Newmah, Torry Curtiq P*r Sellers & Richard Burton born.
Hitchcock's fir:st film The Pleasure Gar&n tr fim Pirate (Ist
Technicolor Film) release d. jerry Lewis Er Marilyn Monroe born.

JrySinger (fst Talkie) tr Mefirylis rcleased.
The Academy of fUotion Pictur€s Arts and Sciences established,
Mickry Mouse takes his first steps in Walt Disney's Plane Cm4l.
Stanley Kubrich Shirlry Temple & Laurence Haruey bonn.



Lillian Gish Cathy Nwwitt

Dorothy Gish CarolSrn tsaclnuay

Momma Margaret Stochuell

t*,14ry Pickfinrd Kelly Seard

D.t[/. Griffith Paul Lonshurst

Epping Mick Scott

Rose Srnith Lorrmine Titch€ner

Bitzer Dominic Bin sfa

Adolph Zukor John Bartle

t,lack Sennstt Paul Grac*

Spec Mary Holton

Actresses, Henchmen, Publlcists, Reporters, etc.

Julia Ascott, Francesca Bin&&, Katherlne Bottomlelr,

Ian Brown, Alan Coltins, Megan Harries-Rees,

Dave Richards, Anna Tarrant

The Band
Bass Lewis Br.lto*Babapulle
Clarinet Hannah Widger

Keyboards Keith O'Gmnman
Percusslon Craig Backway

Saxophane Phil Evans
l[rurnpets Pat Pri ce, Rob Sneddon & flhris Hicksx

f;cT oNE (I.912 - rg:.S)

Nidcelodeon (New York City)
Tha Moving Picture Shovi CornpanY

I The Biogtzph Studio Rocf (New York City)
I WorEin''in Flickers - Mary
I The Moment I Close Mv Eves GrffithI wo"kin' in Flickers (reFrlie) Mary & Company

Zukorts 0ffice (Paramount Studioo, California)

niaffi *Y*i 
(callfornia)

I Ju# war{ted to Mmke Him Laugh
Lillian, Griffith f;r Bitrer

$ennett Sr Lilllan

$

fi

Parc,rn,ount Studlos
I Like to be the Way I Anr in My Own Freint Parlour Mary

-'Beyond Babel Grlffith Et ComPnnY

There will be fin intervnl qf twenty f:rinutes_during which
refreshme,nB will rh,e sen&d in the fqyer" -

&flT THtfi {rg16 d, 19efi}

Outside a Movie Theatre
A David Griffith Show
hrl'ore Than a Man

Biosraph Studio (Ca liforn i a)
-rhA Industrrr
Gentle Fade'

Rosg's
One
The
One
Put it in
Workin'

Companv
Lillia-n

Rose o.o#ffitt

Rose ft Compnqy
Mary tr .8frffilt

S,e,nnett, Mary Er Lillian
Company

Paper
(.*hrise)



Director lan Brown

Musiml Director Hanrtah Wdger

Choreogmpher Tonia Psffidr

Stage Hanager Alan Coltirts

Ligttting Dosigner Alan BiuhoP

Souhd Jarres McLeod

Wartdrobe Aflna }Vanno*k

Prrps Sue Carter &Jan Richards

Sst Dssig?r Alan Btshsp, Alan Collins &Jillian Wlson
Technical & Stage Cren, Gillian Bartle, $ue Carter,

M*rtin Garilett, Enid Ghent,Juli*n Parsons,

Dave Richards, Andy Thompson & Lury Thormpson

Rehuarsal Pianist & *sriehnt M"D. Keith O'Gorman

Poster & PQramrme Alan Bishop 8r Anna t{arnock
Programme Siogmphiw Colin Warnock

Box offisc Julia Gibbs

Frorrt of fioure Martin Garnett

RefiE'hment$ 6r Friends 
"-XJX'mf:ffif;

6r Friends of the hditre Playerc
Photography Marsrs Ascott

Foy0r Dirplay . Diana Dobson 8r Atrna Warnock

Production Marrager .;ulla eib s

The Mitre Flayers wish to thank the Headmaster and

Governors of rrinity $dasol for allowing us to perform Tte
Biograph Gid In The Mitrs Theatre; Graham Kellas, J-ghn
Bertram and their staff for their cooper'ation; The Geoffrey
Whitworth Theatre for loan of the staging.

fl,IJA AS@TT lisf her favourite Mi?e robs over the oast ?6 wars as Puck
in A Mida^wrmer Mgtt's Dtzam, Aldonza in Man of ua iraanara,-vanya in The
Cheny Gdrand and choruses in Qgasimodo, Chilngq Jek tte Ripper and
Grars & Dolb. Most challenging roles to date have been Margery Pinchwift in
Tli, citxrrfi ltife and as inofuer to Oliver and Nathanl SHe is a part-time
TV rcsearcher and voice-overer (?!).

CAROLYN BACKI,I/AY is a part-time midradft and ioined us "a lons time ago
when she was 11" S[re iarticularlv eniqred Hins in The \lfifird of bz
(rssz1, the first qtrasturdlo (19rcr, thdori6nal cfi4rElla (atso rggo) and
was l-lortense in last veads Tfte Bov Friend -She enioys tennis and theatrc'
going though spare fime is limfted- she has three lively bqys to look after,
fte dl&st ofwhich is tonig!t's C)rlok drummerl

JOt'lN BARru (Adolph A*tr), or Lord knderetead to us humble
commoners, is simpp e Miu€ Plalrers legend. Rightfrcn hisfirst apryayance
in 1975 as-Claudir.is-in Rosenoa-ntr &"GuikknHprn are Dea4 through Bob
Craftchit in our 3d panto, Hen: Schulz in Cabarc[ plus coundess doct6rs and
vicars his perficrmins skills - narticularlv dancins lhwe been the talk of the
fq,€r. Asol he can vfaggle his ears and'raise hislebrows at the same time;
lr/ath out for this dur{ng tonight's pertormane,.

fi Mltre for" tsn years nolv and lve
She was Sharon inroles,

DOtufilUC BINEFA (BiEer) is a shrdent atJohn Fbher School. Although this is
h'rs first Mite production, Dominic has appeared in numerous shour
elsewher". FryouhtB rples include FatSam in tsugq/ Mahme and the Scribe in
Femdle Hil[ He was recen$y heard as tlrc dW",1W voice of Audrey II in
Chipstead's Uttk S,hop of t{ffi Offier hobfiies irrelude PlOnng guitar and
Iisniningto music.

ffi BIF,IEEA is Dominic's eislpr, Past hrye
Malone
hobbies

ringing This is her fir$t Mitre



IAN BR0tl,N (Dfoccttr) is rehrrning to directing foll.oadng his debut with us

"n 
tatt wafi The Boy Friend. He hmr thoilgh, fogn-a Mitne since sir

14g;*r,*i in 1983. Fivourite roles inilude l"aclc in c},tar@s 4!Ft d
!ffi's Charley? and he plarcd dre titb rde in Januaq/s The Milbnnimt
D;-" il Fdi6 prtncipalsf fte uelen dorady Drima p;a41wy and lisr his

hobbies as drama (Pheid) and going on holiday.

A|-AN COTII}r$ 6lare lvlanarer} thor,rgh a printer !y prorfession, has been

rt 
"*d'u1 

staeeltor{for moft oihis life. FNii first Mitni invohrcment was in

lrtf*idt dri5fonofo at tte Minrek thefr€, Conrwall. 1n comnron with
mort rtag. blhnicianq Alan loves to appea Sli*y and miserablq.claiming
that tlre -actors iust qEt in tle way cf hls scenery, but nop and agAin we see

his cherubic grifi andhear ilris litdb etfish chuckli.

mILGRACE(MtrkSsnneffi) is a shrdent trlrcher and pnm qgadt hqing kF
Trinitv S&oo[ in fulv. His first aqlearance for us vrms-in 1998 as a dorn in
iilrfib"rru-5irfi"ttl'"n, h has pl'drcd PaullTevry in A s'lice ofsmnd4y Mght
and ..Bqy" in The cotrnty thlift. Paul is an accornplished Snmnast and
juggler, 

-

MEGAN HARRES;REES attends Riddlesdovm High school she made hgr
Mth* Flr\r..r p*uut as a babe in arms in 1988 is baby Von Trapp-in_The
Sornd of coal.* lrtusk She was Fnank iunior in our lkt"iy tl,E RoH Abng
and has also played Peter Quince in A Midsrmner ttlfigltfs Dteal Her
hobbies are sin!ir[6 darring acting and crms<ounty running

MARY fOLTOtrl (Soed ioined fi€ Mite Plalrers lotrg ago in the mists sf titre.
SUiirE h;r fa,,ro'iritu-ipbs as Mustadseea in A f,i[rHrmner rsglds DEam,
a orisoner in Man of t a Utardra and the dregp of Paris in a15irt* -
indeed Marv seems b specialize ln playing the drep af arcrywhere! She
,bushes pafut''for a livifig and enjo.|s reailing gar&ning ffoss-sttkh (do
p'eople still ito that?) and Di. Who. -

PflrL LOI\ETURST (D.W. Grtffift) is making h'rs Mit? debut tho,.!8h Pe b no
stranser to the stare. Past rdes have iri'cluded P.T. Barnum in Barnum,
n"mfo in Romeo mntl iliet Salieri in Amadzus arldappared inJulirsCrcr
w{th the RS.c. He has-also muskauy dirccted fitdc s}ioP cf Horrcn Durint
the dav. Paul is a disaster lg5;6rvr;ry consuttat$ so it seems od that fte Mitre
flaye*havent used his srvices Eefort,l

CAftff NE}I/ITT (Ullian Gidr) ioined the Mite Players in l99o for
Coasoet[ Since then. hishlishti liarae included,her appdaranr.es as a dwarf
in 1d93's Snor,r, whib"ant Mnr Alithea in T?re Cbilnuy tt/tft. Cathy is

engaged to Paul, who is iust aborc her in this list of bbgraphies; when
*tdy-re married she ll appe.ar befure him.

TONIA FffiTER (Clrcreqrapler) first appeared for us in Robin Hoodlum
(tanuarv 1998). Stre was"a oerfen rround ladv in last year's rhe eqr Friend
ind n6u makes her chcjreosraphic tlebft with us, though lhe has
prcviously choreographed and"dahced extensiuely for or*rer local gfcups.
ifhat mu-st be hoar-she manages to stay so thinl

DAVE RICH/qRDS has been with tlre Mihles sine [e helped with lighting on
199ds Ouasim&. He is noal a rcsular at the set-building and-techtical
sessions, ihere he demonskatBs si#rilar qualitiCI to those-of Alan Collins
(see abdve)l Recendy, Dave has made serreralon@ge aryearanrr;q either
to make up the numbers or because he enjoys r,rrearinl stiange cosh'rmes'..

MICK SCOIT (EDDins) ioin€d us in the sw?lriler for The Cotlrlh.y l4,if€,
where he plawd'ftt, 6ufrft. Past roles include BillSykes in Cllir.erl and the
RinsmasE'r ih garnum. Mick wor{<s as a tocal Sfudi€s Librartan and his
froUtles include juggling magrc.history and fdk music Apparcndy, he
once taught Frank Biuno to Moris Dance.

MARGARET STOCIC\^/EIL (t*tomma) ioined the Mitrz Players in 1982 and
his oer{rrmed in most of our pr6ductions since, Favoilritc roles irrclude
Mrs'Kenwiss in Nicholas trtickleby (L995), l-ady Br.ockhurst in The @y
Friend (rgfg) and old Lady Squeamish in Ttre-Count6r Wtfe earlier this
yar. Mirgrdr,rorks as a #rctary,with her husban4 Pirte.

ffi'lT M,ltr
Ar I(Jrn

am,O#ler

Dartte
a Kurdish refu gos,

Mittq

English *rtnr to

Aftl$rIA TARRAhJI- is he-r first
attended Dommqy

but is tm be
that she could stay with

L997

with

to rnatch someh a$t

work EIs a secretary
TV presenter. Failing

.She hns
sociallsing

I{ANMH
th,en
a teacher
orchestra

i,n fide Girl. Her

and
now

Incidentally, for 3

in the


