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#hffif,rrtilnn'$ letter The Mitre Players
I Wmlnnnrm tm yffir mlf, nm yffirr flmin m-* i.n #ur
I ffiffi* nnu$vmrmry pffiffix'- Wm hm'om hwm,n

I mmlmhrnttmg fhlm tn mmumrml wmpm, mnm mf

I urhimh hmm hmmn tm *hmffi#ffi ffiffirrrffi mf' nur
I mmhmdulmru nrmr*mrud s# w,ffi,#ffifr try mut $ffirn6

fltffiw f;dmnm.

" tVffi wtmrJmd thm yffiffir wttfr ffiur pnnt,mmime

ffilmmpflmffi ffimmufiH mnd ffiffi\el rmffivffi mn tm n
*prmpmr' plffi. Thflm *m fhw mwmmnd Alnn
Ap*khmffim plmy thffit rruw hmum prwmwnted ln
t[:nm ]mmt f ffi mmntlrm (*pr thltd, flf ymu *ount
fiilmumm mnd ffimrdmn m* tunp plmyu!]*

1,V* urul*mmnm hm*k ffii ;l*nmm t* dirmct
ffihnrum nf ffitnnffiprnunl #ur ffirnmntic
nffqring fmr this yffiffir, mlthnugh the piece ir
*ftsn rufmrrsd to ns & pfiay with musls!
ffimcsntily ffifl hns diruntmd FrIms Tlnre wtth
olmuu mnd ffyrnnn #m ffimrgurn* fmr um

nnd rril# er# grmtwfml thmt shw han fmund ths
tlrfl# tn dir**t nnmttrmr *hnllwngtns rhow,
Until r*rent$ ni hnm mlmm run our regular
Tumsdfiy ev#ning tmp nlms*ms which w€r€
instismtsd mfter StmpNnS ffut, whmn ttre
nnmt enjoymd tap dnn*ing #ff ntruch, they
bugged for m$re!

Th{r summfrr $ses tls touring agaln tu the
Minack Thmmtre, f,omwall during Augunt
with the eptly nsmsd Gullivsr'n Trnvsln,
The run in Croydon will tn'lrc place here, in
the Mitre Thentre, during July, Thin
mriglnal mrJslenil r,&rrfltten hy'firus of mur
rummbers, #hrim #hmmubmrm and Andy
H,npps, is baned mn nll fmur mf th* mtnries in
Jonnthan $wiftns bnok and Braml#&# ts he
nn'*vening to remsrnber. Directod by Julis
Arcott, thi* new show has a huge cmst,

stunning orlginal, costuilnes and arnaring
spacial effscts, Ws look fmnuard to neeinff
y$tt either here in ffroydon or in #nmwall"

We are considering rnaking a change to
our mutumn/wirrtsr rchedule thtr$ y€nr and
#rrs option tm tm prmducs & '*f,hrimtrnas
Shmw" Xn uarly ffiw*omhor Inmtmnd mf &n
uutumn plffiy nnd ffihrlutrnmf, pmntmmflms- If

you have any thoughts or comments on
this, please contact lan Browrl on o2o
ff6$4 0346 u$e the forum on our website.

Our newsletters arc published regularly
throughout the year so if you don't receive
onor why not becoma a 'Friend of the
Mitre Players' and keep your$elf up to date
with all our n@ws. Al*o dan't forget our
website, wlrich [s also bursting with
inforrnation. Detalls of both the above can
be found elsewhere in this programme.

Many of you wilt be saddened to learn of
the recent dasth of Joan Armfl€ld, our first
chor*ographer and loyal supporter of the
Mitrgs since our v@ry beginning.

The Mitres often stage shows which are
nst the tried and tested diet of productions
tackled by mmny $oclctles. Indeed, this is
ons mf our major strengths. We are always
interested in welcoming new members and
acceptlng offers of hclp from friends and
collengu€s. If you ar@ lntorested in being
invnlved wtth any of our forthcomlng
shows, in any capaclty, we would be
pleaned to hear frorn you.

We also thank you, our audlences, for your
continuing #uppsrt nnd hope you enJoy
tonlght'tr ehow.

Best wishes to you all.

Andy Thornpson

Chairman.

The Dramatic Society of The 01d Boys' Association of Trinity School

Present

A Choru$ of
I

t By Alan Ayckbourn

t$appr0
Thursday I Oth to Saturday I eth Aprll 2OO8

The Mltre Theatre, Trlnity School,
Shlrley Park, Croydon



Ths Mitre Pln1rer$ The Be#r'$ 0psra
Ofrdd3

Prertdent Mark Blshop
Part Prerldemts Chris Tarrant Robin Wlson
tths-hscldentt Julta Ascott, Glllhn Bartle,

John Bartle, Alan Bishop, Martkr Gamett, Warwtck Jon6,
Peter $tockurcll, Andy Thompson, Marttn Tynell, Anna Wamock, Colln Wemock

.*urrffi*-ffi
f,halrman Andy Thomp$on
$em*tary Kelly Bannett
Tronrurcr Alan Bishop

Addltlonal Msmbcns lan Broum, Julia Gibbs,
Dl Jones, Dnve Price, Anna \,Varnock

The rnuunting of Ths Beggar'o Opera on
39 June 17?,8 made John Gay cehbrated
and wealthy. This burlesque of Italian Opera
exceeded all knou.n receipts despite initial
concem$ of both theatre managers and

audiences. With 6? consscutive
performances, it became the longest running
play in English stage htstory and went on to
become the most perforrnd text in the
18th cenfury. The play depictn a worH of
thieves, pickpockets and prostifutes'

Ironically, Gay presents these as the mors
trustworthy characters with their own moral
code, in corrhast to the cornrption of the

Frime Minister $ir Robert \,Valpole and
London's elite socioty

The plot of the plfry focuse$ on the exploits
of the highwayman Macheath. At the heart

of the adion is the love hiangle betr,veen

him, Polly Peacham and Lucy Lockit. When
Polly's father, uilro happens to be

Macheath's fence, discovers that his

daughter is rnarried to the highwayman, he
is firriou$ and can only reconcile his anger
u,ith the thought of reporting him to the

authorities and gaining a reward. Polly ahrts
her husband to the danger but he is later
betrayed by prostitutes he meets ln a local
tavem. He is arrested and taken to Newgate

Prison where the gaoler is Mr l,ockit. Lucy,

who is pregnant udth Macheath's child,

confronts her lover about his meffiage to
Polly. He vehemently denies any
wrongdoingn claiming the eircnt* are a
figment of Polly's imagination,
Consquently, Lucy stcals the keys and
s€flffes his release, onlV for trim to be

recaptured and sentenced to a public

hanging. The Beggar, representing the
playwright, halk the action and fncilitates a

reprieve for Macheath, bleming the popular
expectation of a happy ending-

Gay use$ his text to criticise the corruption
that wa$ rife ln the 18th cenhrry, using
Peacham and Lockit ln particr"dar to
symbolls€ fre amoral people who held
positions of power. Macheath initially
perpetuates the common romantic
perception of outlaws and us€$ his
psrsonallty to manipulate the women he

encounters, However, the phy suggests that
he is a flawed rtanr which in tum directs the
audience to see past the irnage and to look
at the man behind it. Ayckbourn cleverly

us€$ $ongs and dialogue frorn The Beggar's

Opera to cornmerrt on ths 'activities' of the
members of PALO$.

Addttlomnl" Cpntnntr
Box Offlce Hotllne OB4S 2,2,66799

Thsatrs CIuh Organlser Colin tUarnock
Msmberehlp $ecrptary Julia fucott

The Mitre Players ie the dramatic society
sf the OId Boys of Trinity School (The
Old Mid Whitgiftian fusoctation). We are
e v€ry friendly and sociable eociety,
prssenting 4 or 5 productions a year ln
a wide variety of venues- Putting on a
show not only require$ p€ople on stage,
but also involves a great deal of hard
work behind the $cene$, l,Ve design, build
and paint our own sets, find and make
our oum prop$, make many of our own
co*tumes and us€ "in hou$€" musicians
whenevsr possibla.

tffe wCIuld welcorn€ any new mernbersf
so if you have any aspirations to act,
sing, dance or play a mu$ical instrument,
w# would like to hear from you" If you
prwfer to remain or.rt of the spotlight,
building scen€rV, lighting, painting,

rnaking costum€$, rnaking props, doing
"Front of House" or simply would like to
make tea for the team, w@ would still
like to hear from you.

Most of our rehearsals take place at the
Old Mid tVhitgiftian Assoclatlon
Clubhouse in Sanderstead. The bar
facilittes at the clubhouse lend a social
and convivial atrnosphere to our
rehearsal* and all mernbers are
encouraged to use the facllities at
$anderstead as often a$ posslble.

If you would llke more lnformation,
pleaue contact our Membersfuip
$ecretaqyi Julia fucott on l

0e0 SA39 1O 1O or visit our V/eb $ite
at unnnp*mitreplayers org.uk

s
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Claire Ati (Enid Washbrook)
Claire has becn n Mitre for 15 ymarm mnd

has enioy*d playing Enid. Rehenrsnls have
been fun and lnteresting - an amateur
dramntic group rehearsing fin affiateur
drarnntic group who are rehearsing a play
wlth a play ... sr something like that
anywny, Clmtrw's last couplc of role$ wpre
Mrs $nwerbwrry ln Oltvcrl and Mavie in
Stepplnfi Out.

whsn she

B1hymd Verm.
$he ffiffimffi t* be
plwtnff m sirnllar
charm*tmr [n thls
play, hut withfiut
the rubber
glover & tmp
shoesl She trss
eni*ymd thm
rahmmrffiffils '*
enpe*imlly when
Dl *uffigmmted

that ffimbms*m

shguld be

production Gulllvcr'o Travelr at tkre

Minnch which wlll be something of a
family nffalr ns t fr of her irnmedlate family
will either be in it or on the cr€w - even
Marcum! When not at rehearmslm her
tewnnge $ons keep her on trer toes and in
her spnra time she works in a busy school
office.

Knthsrlns ffiuttnrnlmy tFmilt Huhhnrd]
ln th* last **uple of plays $h* hns hmen in,
Katherin&'s r*ler have inctudmd n batter*d
tapdancer and o fio*rt$nsffin$ffi0 hi*lingual

mindsr. The 'gregmrimum' FaY is a
considerably different chmrmtmr but who

wnuld pe$s up the chsnce tm' hw mnrrisd to
Imn f;lrown and tn eedun# Nmil ffi'Sorrnan

ln one evenlng? Hven bmttwr* thsre has

been no n6ed to spend tima lumrniry lfi&
'dan*e routines an-ttxe msmhmrm rof PAL0$
' don't have a clue about whmt they ara

dmlng- In her spar€ tirns, ffuthurine is
huBing f*r m l*ttury win.

tmn Hrnwn
flnn Huhhntrd}

This is thu mwumnd tlme
that lan hmm pilmyed a

charncter cmllmd Inn ln a
plfiy, and in hmth *ffisu$

he hCIpos thet thm nffiffiw

tm all ha ham in *CImrnsn
wttlr the chmrnut*r. He ir

dellghtsd thnt Di hns
snc& agnfln mmnt hinn

against Upm In this PInY
and alsm thnt havfing

tuomud Kmthmr{nw

Hsttnttrley [n ffitmppfng
Out, he im mtrw mmrrisd

tm hmr.

*Iulla Gtbhr {Hannuh l"luwsltyn}
Other than a 'bllnk and yffitt rnlms f,t' hrlsf

eppsaranus es & \ffammhw Aurmrn ln
Slesplng Eenutll, Julia wms lmst sffi#ffi n#

Miss Jean Brodia in Frlnrm Ttmm wfith
Jsnn and Lindy in Houss & ffinrdsn, mll

for The Mitre Playars. Julim wmuld likm to
dedicate her performans# tn ffil'm vffiry

lovely and demure cat, Jumirnn, whr
religlou$ly sat and watshud Imts of unrfy

mnd #*intofr rehenrsals. Hsr #wm choiumll
to furm tt has bewn mornetirffitrs

difficult to tell where Mitre Players'
rshearsals end and PAtffiffi mnes hegin-

How per**ptiv*, hlr AP*khourn!

The #a$t
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fllrnnftnr
Dt Junes

Mu*l* Smurdlnntmr
Srmser Mm*dmnnld

ffiet tmsrdlmntnr
Alan f,olllne

Lighting Deeigner
h,Iatt Beal

Stlund
*lamsg McLemd

Wardrobs Mlstrena
Annm ltrfernm*k

F*rlsd f,srtuffimm
Hclsctia

Stngru hlmnngmr
Alnn #*lltns

#csnln Artl*t
Jf,ll lrVilnnn

Baclmtage
Armlntffiffiffiffi
ffillltmn ffimrtlm

Alsn ffilmfrop
Mmrk Hrugmwrnmmn

Liz Dolman
ffii Jones

Frmser Matdonald
Derek Lee

Nic Lsw
Dave Rictrards

f,hmrles Tlrnmn*
Andy Thsrnpsftn

Frapu
Mary Holton

Di Jonus

Fhotogrsphp
Chnrlsm Mnrrirtt

Promptmr
Monren Hne

Hnndblll ffimmlfin
Jnmem ffimm[

Frogrf,nrffit#
Alsn Bishmf*

Box Offi*s
Gill Frost

Fuhltctty
Tammin Hwmve

Frortt nf Hmlt*#
Friwndm

sf thm klltrw Flmyurs

Hmfrmmhmmmtt
Friwndm

mf thu h1itum Flnpmrm
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Faul Grnc,e (Crflspin Urhsr]
Pnul has been a Mitre Playcr for I yssr$
nsw and in that time has performed in
many a musical and panton but it's a long
time since he's performed in a play
without music (well, almost). Favourite
Mitre roles include Mack $ennett in The
Biograph Girl, Bitly in Honkl and
Buttons in Cindersllan Charlertont. He
has also performed in Godcpsll, Return
to ths Forbtdden Planet and The
Huntlng of thp $nerlt. Elsewh&r@ Paul's
enjoysd playing Seymour in Llttle Shop
of Horxors, Cookie in fisturn to the
Forbldden PIanGt, Armand in The
Scnrlet Pimpernel and most recently,
Bobby in Crazy for You. You may notice
thts back catalogue doesn't contain any
particularb unplea$ant characters so Paul
has really enjoying playing Crispin.

AIex Grsoneladp (Ted lVnshbrook]
Alex is a veteran Mitre Player who hopes
his casting as Td is not too close to the
truth, However, since he is breaking his
'one show per year' rule, he is grateful to
the dlrector for the mercifully srnall number
of llnes and for the chance to practise his
ringing before Gulllver's Travclr'

Andy Holton (Haymond)
You've been to his Rewe Bar, now see
on€ of his little shows! Andy used to play
a lot of awkward old codgers, such as

Rainbow in The Happlsft Dayc of Your
Llfe, $aul the stationmaster in Ths Crhost

Trnln & Sam Pecker in Qutst lUsekend,
but har now becume a baukroom boy *

lighting & stage managem€nt a speciality'
See if you can spot him.

Mary Holton (Choruc)
Yet another part, like her app€arances in
Quasimodo, Jack the Rlppar and Thp

Roar of the Greasepalnt, where she can
look down-and-out, dance and sing'

Jo l"aldn (Chorus)
Jo is shrdying Theatre Design at The

Welsh Academy of Music & Dramatic Art
in Cardiff. Jo is also a singer and flautist

but is too bury to do anything other than
design sets at the moment. IvVe are

delighted to welcome her back, albeit
briefly, to help us with ACOD' Previous

Mltre productions include House and
Gardsn and Cyrano de Bergerac

Dt Jones (Dtrector)
Di joined the Mitre Players in 1980. She
directed the first Junior Mitres production

of Dracula $pectarula in 1983 and
three members of that cast ar@ in thts

productiont Directing A Chorus of
Dlrapproval has been a ioy because the

cast have worked so hard, been constantly
enthusiastic and made her laugh so much,

desplte the freezing conditions of the
rehearsal hall, Di is looking fon'uard to

returnlng to the stage for the firrt time in
1O years for Gulllver'e Travels, this
year's sumffler show at the Minack. It

seemed like a good idea in JanLlf,rp...,....,

Hlchurd *Ioner (Stagehnnd)
Richard is studying Economics and Politics
at keter University. He ls also actively
involved in EXTV, the unlversity TV
station, &$ an actor, pre$enter and editor.
His favourite role to date is $alty ln
Teschgrr (John Godber). Previou$ Mttre
productions include Houcs nnd Gardsn
(Ayckbourn), Cyrano de Borgorac
(Edmond Rostand) and Turnabout
(Tyrrell & \,Varnock)

War'wlck Jonec (Janrh Huntley-Pltrel
Although only a relatively small role
Wanruick has found it as difficult to learn as
George III or Cyrano ds Bergorac. He
is playing a northern 'know all' in his late
flfties and is of course "ageing up" for the
part. He is also belng directed by his wife
for the third time and they are still talking
(or at least she is).

Franer Macdonald (Mr. Amec)
No stranger to the stage, Fraser Lras

performed in numerous pantomimes and
plays with The Mitre Player$ ov€r the
year$, lraving acted as pantomlme Dame
on $wveral occasions, f,$ Fagin in Oltverl
and a$ a bagpipe-playing Haadrnistress in
the spuof version of Miss Brodie.
However thts is tris flrst lncurslon into the
mucic depadrnent playing the rehearsal
pianirt fuIr Arnes in Ayckbourn's A Chorur
of Dteapproval. He promisee not to play
too many ad libs and to try to hit the right
notes 5 and in the right order. He has

reccntly translated a powerful modern
$panish drarna into English and is looking

forward to The Mitre Player$ premiering
thls theatrical first next year.

Nsll O'froman (ffiuy Jonee)
Neil sings in thls show and he"would like it

to be knov,in that if you think he sounds
awful It is because the charactar he is

playing cannot sing. However, if you think
he soundr great then it's all him, He would
Itke to thank his wife Lucy for typing these

programme notes"

Davld Prlcs (Dafydd ap Ueurellyn!
Despite his nam€, Dave claims not to have

on6 ounce of Welsh blood running in his
veinsl he couldn't stand the close harmony

slnglng anyweyl Coming from good lrish
and Hnglish stock, he hnm his Dad's

Max Boyce LP collection tn thnnk for his
Welsh accent...whlch explainm m lot. Thls is

Dave's second performan*# in an Alan
Ayckbourn Blay havlng plnyed Teddy in

Hou;e and Gnrdsn. H€'s slightly
concemed that he keepr picking up parts
whose chsracter$ $e€m to be perpetually

on the edge of desperation. If he had any
halr, he'd be tearing it out! In real life,
Dava teaches at Trinity $chool and is

married to loruaine. Dafudd mp Hhys would
like to dedlcate tris performnnce to proud
\ilelshfflen everywh€r&.*..,*and also to say

'Fi rn iaum , iawn 'n chwith'*
*l'm v6fg, very sorry!



l.mmninm Fr{ns tffiridget Hilfmffi}
Hnving long sin*m dinpensmd \,\fith s*einl
ni*eties, Lorraine has been somewhat
typecast as Bridgmtl $eriously thuugh,
lcmd, intolerant, hnd*tempered mnd

intmlerant &re epitfrmt$ rnsr# norrnmlly
mpplied to her hmmhnnd- $tiil, at lmmst

shw's trad somwons tm modsl her rmle

upont Lorraine lnst nppeersd with the
hrlitre Player$ as the Queen of
$lumberland in this year'u pantr
Sloeptng Boauty, Alaso ymu'll hmrrm ns
*hanca of tleepinffi thrnugh trer
performan$s as ffirldg@t tnnight. $he's
particularh enJoywd fightlns &vffiryffinE and
dedicates her perf*rmancem thlr wmeh to
ttage manfigars nnd teshnical crmu-r

evarywhere!

Snm Htng (I"tndn Wnshhrook)
Thi* is $nrn's first *how wtth the Mitre

Flnyur$..,hctually, it's her first *how for some
time. Last time she trod the boardsn she was

at school and playad - a very youthful -
Lady Bracknell in that Oscar lffilde thing-that

€v€ryone does! $ince then, she's confined
hrer talents to directing - most recently, Kec

here at Trinity wh ere she teaches Drama
and Religious $tudieu, However, she has

gracefully deigned to act once more after
6eing made an offer she couldn't refus€,..

spmethtng to do wlth rmts I understandt $am
is getting maruied in the $ummer and she's
been at great pains to point out that she's

actually rnuch nicer than her character,
Linda. $he'd like to dedicate her

performanse to spoilt brnts everywhere.

FoRTHCOMING EYENr$
ANNUAT $ENHRAL MHETING

Sunday Sth June *oo8 et 6.o0 pm.

OMWA Clubhousc, Lims Msndow S-ven$tsr $*nderstead

Details: Kelly Bennett: oao S46o 4*95

GUILIVHR,$ TNN,VEtS
Thursday rTth to $aturdny lgth JuIy aoo8 at 7.3oprn

(Saturdry lvletinee at e.gopm)

The Mitrs Theatre, Trinity School, $hirtsy Parlc, Croydon

Ticketsr Sitt Fromt: oS4$ \nffiTgp
and

Mondny ISth to Frid*y eend August zoo8 at 8,oopm
(Wednesdey and Friday lvlatin€ss et l.oopm)

The Mineck Thsrm*, Porthcurns, f,ornutnll
Ticlcetsr ar776 Stor$r (Frorn lvluy 5th)

ENN OF SEA$ON B*NBECUE
Fridny rrth $eptember euos from 7,oopffil

OMWA ClubhoufiG, Lirne fuIeadow Avenrnr Snnderrtead.

Details frorn nny committec mernber

MITRE APT,Z, NIGHT
Friday rTth Sctob*r 2o0S et 7.30 pm,

OMWA Ctubhouse, Lime Meadow Avenuer $andcrstead

D*tails: Atan Bishop: orBW rulge1

i

DlrsctoCr llotm
A Chong of Dfuapproval is eet in 'Middle England', in a small community that thrlves

on intrlgue and gosstp. PALOS the local amatEur light operatic soclety is ln rehsareal for

Thc Beggar'e opara. Datdd ap uewelbn, the dlrector, ls the heart and soul of the

eoci€ty. His vision, to take the society to new heights with this difficult opera, is doomed

alrnoet from the start as one by one hls leading men drop out. Luckily Guy Jones, a n€v.l

member, is there to take on each new patt, ard save the shor,rr. Horuouer, all Is not so

happlly iesolrrcd off stagB and Guy rxrurttttnSly becomes inwlv€d in events that closely

rEsum$e the plot of the play PALOS are perfonrdng. Ayckboum's clever dialogue and

b6difully crafted set pieces ensure that you will be entertained throughant by this

talented cast of Mltre Players.


